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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
i),m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION-I.A.B. SETTLERS AND)
STATE INSURANCE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Have the Government issued
instructions that settlers who are assisted by
the Industries Assistance Board must, in
future, compulsorily effect tile whole of their
crop insurances against fire and hail with
the recently establisheti State Insurance De-
partnilent? 2, Have these settlers, in the
past, exercised the right to effect these in -
suranees with. whichever of the companies
operating in this State they preferred? 3,
If so. why arc they flow denied that right?

The MIN'ISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The arrangements for insurance of crops
of assisted settlers for tile ensuing season
were made by the board with the approval
of the 'Minister. 2, Yes; at the board's dis-
cretion and subject to its control. 3, The
right of determining with which office an
assisted settler shall insure his crops against
fire is vested by statute in the board.

QUESTJON-TIhGER MILL,
WOKNERUF.

'Mr. BARNARD asked the Premier: 1,
What is the reason for the closing down of
the small timber mill at Wonnerup? 2, Is
it the intention of the Forests 'Department
to re-open it at an early date?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The working
plan aims at a sustained yield of tuart for
Government requirements, and with this ob-
ject the volume of timber to be cut annually
is limited. 2, An assessment of the timber
remuaining at the end of the first five
years' period, now comp]leted, is proceeding.
Future operations will depend on the posi-
tion as shown by this aszsessment.

ADDRESS-IN-RLEPLY.

Ninth Day-Concusion. I

Debate resumed tram the previous day.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [4.35]
In making my contribution to the debate,
I, in common with other members, have
some old grievances to air and a few new
ones to bring forward. In doing so. I am
actunted by the best intentions to benefit
those who live same 2,000 miles from the
seat of government. I trust I will not be
misunderstood. My criticism and advice are
merely rendered for the purpose I have in-
dicated. At the ouitset, I wish to lot the
Government, know that their administration
of the affairs of the Nhorth has been appre-
tinted, by those who have been neglected for
a long period. I thank Ministers who have
indicated a sincere desire to do their duty
in promoting- the welfare of the northern
portions of the State, and have afforded the
people there an opportunity of seeing, them
personally. The visits paid by 'Ministers to
the North have been greatly appreciated.
I, too, appreciate their forethought in tak-
ing with them the heads of various depart-
ments concerned in the administration of
our affairs in the 'North. It is necessary for
those officials to g&Ain some first-hand know-
ledze of those remote parts, in order that
their administrative work may he carried
out more efficiently. We of the far North
know and understand that no one can gain
nuch knowledge as the result of a mere
casual visit to those outlying- parts. On the
other hand, we realis:e that at least some
knowledge and information must be gained
byv such visits. Knowing' the Minister for
Works as I do-he is one of the most sincere
and progressive men in public life ta-day-
I know that good will result from his visit
to the distant 'North. While anpreciatiog
the visits we have had. I hope the Govern-
ment will understand that we look forward
to those visits being repeated. for with
each visit added knowledzc and a greater
appreciation of our difficulties will be gained
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by Ministers. I am confident that, as
the result of what he saw iii the North
and the North-West, the Minister for
Works will join with me and other members
representing those wide-flung areas, in
bringing indluence to hear upon the Treas-
urer so that more lenient treatment will be
extended to our needs. 1 congratulate
the Governmuent on behalf of the pearlers
for the amended legislation dealing with the
pearling industry and for the prompt atten-
tion they gave to remedial measures to cope
with illiet pearl fishing. "flummnying," how-
ever, is still being carried onl. This is fast
crippling the industry, sending honest men,
who will not stoop to make easy money,
out of the business, robbing the Government
of taxation, and enriching the pockets of
Asiatics. Unless more drastic legislation he
passed, it will be better for the Government
to close down onl thle industry for a couple
of years, so that there may be a general clean
up. As I understand the Pearling Act is
being dealt with by the Honorary' Minister
(Hon. J1. W. Hickey), there is no need to
say more onl that point at the p~resent june-
ture. I will content iny self with advising
the Government to give every possible assist-
ance to the Honorary Minister, so that he
may he able to minimise illicit pearl' deal-
ing. I have a few old grievances to venti-
late regarding the pastoral industry. The
first relates to the re-appraisemient of bold-
ings, which is neither fair nor equitable to
the smaller leaseholders. I expect the Gov-
ernment to do something to assist those who
are not getting a fair deal. The holders of
small pastoral leases are at a great disad-
vantage compared wvith those controlling
larger areas, some of which are leased by
compalnies. These larger- holdings include the
bu'k of the liver frontages and the well-
grassed flats. The small leaseholders have
to pay the same rental as their more for-
tranec co-pastoralists, but have g-reater costs
to shoulder in the cartage of their supplies
mad in their droving work as well. Those
extra costs could be obviated if the Govern-
ment would appoint someone to act as a
land board to show that an alteration ofthe
rents was necessary. The resident magis-
I rate init district could conduct the inquiry
for the land hoard. The result wvould be
that tile Go eomnent would be informed that
thre small pastoralists were labouring in the
face of unfair competition from the larger
companies. The pastoral industry is at a
low ebb at present, and this is due to many

causes over which the Government may hay.
no control. Various ideas are entertainec
as to the explanation, but I have never heard
anyone in public life say, nor yet have I seer
it suiggested in the public Press, that tin
present condition of the industry is due t(
mismanagement and the employment of bland
labour. In my opinion that is one explanat
tion. The position will niot be relieved an
less thle Government take steps to minimis(
the employment of black labour. Thai
practice depreciates the value of stock.I
recognDise that the Government have donez
Jot to assist the small pastoralists in th*(
East Kimberley district by the introductior
of stud bulls and by financial aid as well.
There are certain anomalies, however, thai
should be removed. There is a line of de
maceartion between East Kiinberley and Wesi
Kimberley; it is knowvn as the pleuro-pneu
monia line. fIn the first place, the line wal
provided in order to retard the introductim.
of the tick pest from the East Kimberley,
to the WVest Kiwiberleys. With thre passing
of the years, tick became established in thc
West as well as in the East. At thle time thn
authorities saw fit to chiange the name of th(
li ne from the ''tick line" to the "pleuro
pneumonia line.." If there is pleuro-pnuu
nionla in East Kimuberley, this imaginary
line will riot prevent its being- introduced
into West Kimberley. Anyone with a know-
ledge of cattle raising on unfenced country
knows that an intermixing of herds occurs.
It is a %vll-known fact thait the intermixing
of herds occurs from wvell over the border
of the Northern Territory right through East
Kimberley, inito West Kimberley and past
the Fitzroy Crossing. If the diseases exists
in East Kimberley, I cannot see why it does
not exist in West Kimuberley, because one
mob of cattle mixing with another must
spread it. So 1 urge the Minister to send
North the Chief Inspector of Stock or one
of his staff to inquire into the anomaly with
a view to abolishing this pleuro-pneumonia
line or moving it further west to the junc-
tion of the Hall's Creek-Wyndham road.
That would leave the cattle market open to
thle competition of both East and West Kim-
barley, and would be only an act of justice
to the cattle growers. The cattle on several
stations on the prohibited side of the pleuro
line have never shown any sign of disease.
In the Kiiuberley country we have a few re-
turned soldiers, who have eng-aged in cattle
raising, and they are having a very hard
battle, due mainly to the state of the cattle
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market. According- to the Governor's
-Speech, the Federal Government have made
available to the State a sum of £796,O0O to
he employed in writing down liabilities un-
der the Soldier Settlement Scheme. The so]-
diers in the Kituberleys have done excep-
tionally good work in the way of developing
their holdingb, fenting themt and sinking
wells, and I think they are entitled to a
share of the money. I hope that the Min-
kztur for Lands will direct the attention of
the board responwible for re-valuing the hold-
ings to this fact and that somec concession
will be given to these men. They are justly
entitled to it on account of their good work,
which is certainly better thani that of most
of thle big companies in the East Kimber-
icy. I have a smnall grievance affecting the
Department of the Minister for Education.
I reailise that he has many places to
attend to-. country towns as well as the
metropolitan area are continually atsking
for advanced education, additional equip-
ment and better facilities generally, bt
some consideration should be given to the
children of the North-West. S:tuatetl 6o
far from the metropolis tliv disth.vatmzaes
under which they labour are %-e ry real. The!
Minister might well give ioasrructihms for
the provision of improved furnitture andl
dual desks in the schools. T1he tr.pical
climate is somewhat trying, ivnd most of
the children have to sit iii desks that are
too small for themt. The practice seems
to be that if there is any furniture of no
use to any other school, it is flumaped in thie
North. Anything appears to he good
enoughb for us.

Hon. 0. Taylor:- You wili be all righbt as
the Premier is looking pleasant.

31r. COVERLEt: I observe that he is
smiling and I hope he will ye: the Minister
for Education to accede to this request.
The children of the North also s-uffer fronm
a disadvantage with regard to the scholar-
ship examinations. In thy, North the cool
weather does not set in nntil M1arv and the
scholarship examinations are held ill Otto-
her. Consequently the children in the
settled areas have a start of eight to 10
weeks in studying for the exantination, and
thus the children of the NYorth suffer from
a handicap that is no fault of their oixn.
It would be reasonable for the Minister to
allocate say three special scholarships for
the North-West. We in the Rimberleys
would not complain of any disadvantage as
compared with the Nort-West, but the

children of the -Northa-West as well as those
of the Kiniberleys are at a disadvantage as
awainst the children of the South-West,
i three scholarships were reserved for the
North-West, it would- be only just to the
children of the North, to whom we look to
carry on the work in tlhose remote parts.
No people are so 'well fitted for this Work
as are those horn in the North. I believe
three scholarships could he provided for at
a cost of £90, and I feel sure that this
paltry suim will not deter the Government
from doing justice to the North. I join
with other members in sympathising with.
the Honorary Minister (Hon. S. W. Mnnsiej
whvo is in ill-health. I have been endcav-
otiring to get a medical practitioner
appointed to) the township of Hall's Creek.
So far ]. have been unsuccessful, but I am
living in hopes that on appointment will he
made before long. The industry that the
people of the North follow often entails
serious accidents, True, ;te have an A.T.M.
Nuing Home at Hall's Creek that HL,
done exceptionally good work and is higly
appreciated by the residents. But we want
something more; we want. a doctor. I havo
often listened to members of this House
preferring- requests for medical or hospital
assistance, hot the urgency of their re-
quests is not to be compared with that of
the people of Ball's Creek. The people
there are isolated and yet are withouit a
doctor, If the people of the metropolitan
area were denied medical service, there
would be a revolution inside of 10 minutes.
Hall's Creek is 240 miles distant from a
doctor, and members who know the crude
methods of transport on which we have to
rely when an accident occurs will realise
that the question demands serious con-
sideration. I know there are great demands
upon the Health Department, but I hope
the Minister will find it possible to grant
this request. Reference is made in the
Speech to surreys being conducted in the
Kimberleys. This is the second year over
which the surveys have extended, and
though blocks are being surveyed for tropi-
cal agriculture,. we have no idea what the
Government intend to do with them when
they are cut up. The North offers great
possibilities and in the Kiniberleys the ex-
perimental stage has already been passed.
It has been proved that -rice will grow
prolifically. At Port George IV. Mission
Station approximately 40 bushels of rice
per acre w-as obtained. The miss9ion station
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authorities, however, have very crude
methods of cleaning the rice, and it would
he money well spent if the Government
provided them with machinery.

Mr. Sampson: Would it be a commercial
proposition?

Air. COVERLEY: The Drysdale Mission,
situated between Wyadhanm and Derby,
grows enough rice to feed the 800 natives
on the station, and on one occasion 250
bags were available for sale. Unfortu-
nately the lugger carrying the rice to
Wyndham was wrecked. The coast up there
is dangerous and has not been well sur-
veyed. It has been proved that rice will
grow well in these places. Cotton growing
has also been proved a success on one of thle
stations.

Mr. Sampson: It would be interesting to
get particulars of the yield per acre.

Ilr. COVERvLEY: I have already stated
what has been done on one mission station.,
If people were assisted, an improveme.it,
Could he effected on these results. There i .
one station in East Kimiberley that went
in for cotton growing. The people planted
34 acres, and 1 understand the yield was
approximately 12 tons of cotton. I do not
kcnow % hether thu t was good or otherwise.
Tie eotton was a beutiful sight when
growing. The industry is one that might
N, ell repay any assistance given to it. On
this particular station the people grow
practically every kind of tropical fruit,
.such as pawv-paws, bananas and mangoes.
The Government will require to be careful
how they allot the blocks that have beeni
ml rveyed. They should first see that they
pet the riehit class of s'Atler. This can be
dope by throwving open the blocks for selec-
tion by those wvho would be most likely to
make a success of the venture. I had no
intention of speaking on the Federal pro-
posp'- roneernin2 the North-West until I
sniw tho outline of the scheme in the "West
Australian" ,Yesterday. I am altogether
orn ...d to the Fuggestion. I take thii
opporlanitv of warning the public that the
proposals are loaded. The Government
Resident who would preside over the coun-
ejl would Ihe nominated by the Federal Gov-
orment. Tn all probability he would be
rome broken-down politician from Mel-
bornne, who would k-now nothing about the
local conditions, and care less so Ion,- as he
drew a fat salar y. The council itself would
consist of four members, three of whom

would be nominated by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The members elected to the
house of Representatives would have no
Note there. Reference is made in those pro-
posals to railways, harbours, and means of
communication. It present the Federal
Government control all telephone, telegraph
and mail servieb, etc., hut with regard to
the mail services they have really done
nothing for the NorIlh. A little while ago 1
presented a petition through Mr. Green,
iL.H.1l., for an extension of the mail ser-
vice in West Kimberley. This, as usual, was
turned down. The excuse was that the
Fedcral Government could not stand the
financial strain, and that the extension would
serve only half a dozen pieople. The eon-
venience that it iueant to these people was
overlooked. All that was asked for was an
extension of 50 miles-. and this would have
saved a 100-mile ride for numbers of small
cattle growers. The Federal people did not
know what it meant, and so they made fin-
ance the excuse for refusing the request.

Yr. Mlarshall: How long ago was that?

Mr. CUVEIILEY: Twvo months ago. Re-
cci:1 'lv I had further evidence of the lack of
sympathietic administration of the North.
Xi hen the Tanami goldfields were heast dis-
-o~ered, thley were tnought to be in Western
Akustrain. In 1910 the State Government
tpuc down weIs along the route from Hall's
Creek to the field. Later on it was dis-
coveredl that famiami wvas in the Northern
'ferritoiy, and the Slate Go reinnen t handed
wme r the we Is to the Administrator of the
Northein Territory. As iii most other eases
ait the time, these wells were sadly negleeted.
'The woodwvork rotted and fell in, the buocets
leaked, aind the ropes were either lost or
stolen. When the Tanami fields revived,
there was a big, influx of prospectors to the
district. Finding thme wells out of order, one
prospector sent a telegram to the Director of
Federal Works, Darwin. in these terms-
"When wvill the wells on the Tananmi road
hie dune up? At present they are likely to
fall in. The buckets and troughs are in a
leaky condition.'" After a few days the Di-
reelor replied, "All travellers are expected
to assist in keeping the wvells and equipment

on, order." Thbe peole of the Kimber-
ley, s have no faith in the Federal administra-
tion of affairs up there. The Federal Goy-

-.-'tmust afford hetter evidence of their
ndniihtative nbilitics before we agree to
hand over any lportion of ouri territory. I
hope the State Government will keep an eye
on any suggestion that emanates from them.
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:k colmLiee of inquiry or royal commission
200lprising residents of the North-WVest
5hould be appointed to inquire into the
tuhole question and formulate a scheme for
development. The aerial mail service runs
from Perth to Derby. There is also a
fortnightly steamer service from Fremantle
to that port. From Derby over the Fitzroy
Crossing, on to Bail's Creek, and in to
Wyndham, right through the centre of
the cattle areas, there is a paltry monthly
service for part of the way, none at
i for another part of the way, and
,monthly service for the rest of tile

waY, . The aerial service, as it is, has been
A great benefit to the people of the Kim-
berleys. butl an extension to Wyndham is
,adly needed. Apparently the Federal Gov-
ernnment could not find the money to extend
:lie mal service to Wyndhami. If they are
sincere in their desire to develop the Kim-
berleys one of the first things they should do
would he to extend the aerial service from
D~erby to Wyndham. Restricted as it is, the
aerial service has revolutionised the Kimber-
leys, but if an extension were made to
Wyndhin it would serve an even more use-
Ful pupoe I thank the State Government
For their sympathetic administration of the
North-West, p~articularly with regard to the
purchase of a new motor vessel. I urge theta
to expedite an order for another vessel.
When that comes alone,. when the aerial mail
service is extended to Wyndham, when there
[las beenx a certain amount of? road develop
inent. and two new motor ships as well as
he "Kangaroo" are trading along the coast.
6we shall have what we have been longing
Per, namely, an vfficient boat service and sat-
isfactory means of translport, the lack or
xhich has held up the North for sonic time.

MR. MITLTINGTON (Leederville) [5.13]:
am impressed not oaky with the range of

subjects dealt with in thie Speech, but also
wvith the number of allied subjects that have
been referred to by members during the de-
hmte. The three leaders of the parties ia the
House have spoken. There was a sugges-
tion on the part of the Lender of the Op-
position and the Leader of the Country
Party of contemptuousness concerning the
natters dealt with in the Speech. Neverthe-
es, the Speech has provided much material
For iscussion, not only by those two leaders,
who affected to see nothing good in it, but a]-
o hr aumvu other members who have spoken.
Instead of expecting something entirely new
this year, we should rather have regard to

those important permanent matters which
have to be dealt with by Governments. The
Speech is a record of the actions of the Min-
istry during the year. Necessarily, most of
the subject dealt with are of a recurring
character. If the Leader of the Opposition
desires a new legislative programnme-whichl
I very much doubt-he has only to advertise
and he will get a programme containing
every possible new idea supported by the
most scientific reasons. Undoubtedly this
Speech is creditable to the Government who
have produced it. Though thme Opposition
Leader said there was nothing in it, he im-
mediately proceeded to discuss its second
paragraph, dealing with the per capita pay-
menits. Undoubtedly his remarks wvere a
most valuable contribution to the discussion,
a contribution which in my opinion will have
to be insistently emphasised. There are
some matters to which attention must he
drawn continually. Undoubtedly a feeling
exists in this State that the Federal Govern-
ment are not in sympathy with the special
requirements of Western Australia, particu-
blly its% financial requirements. The framers
of the Federal Constitution, while definitely
setting down certain things, left iii abey-
ance, left to the discretion of future Go v-
ernments, many other matters, which are not'
being interpreted in the generous spirit that
the framers of the Constitution evidently ;n-
tended. Now that the time has come for
these matters to be dealt with, our chief
complaint is that whereas full consideration
should and could be given to the States,
there is a disposition on the part of the Fed-
eral G3overnment to ignore the desires of not
only Western Australia but the other States
as well. An attempt is being made to grasp
more power for the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment and to concentrate authorityv in thme
Federal Government. The importance rof
the question has been fully grasped by the
Glovernment of this State, and the Premier
and other Ministers have resisted, in a muon-
ner which is appreciated by the Western
Australian people, thme attempted encroach-
ments of the Federal Government on SLate
preserves. I congratulate the Opposition
Leader on the most informative speech 1,2
has delivered. Its, sentiments will, I am sure,
be endorsed by the people of the State. Not
only in Western Australia but in every' Stale
of tile Commonwealth tile position as stated
by the Leader of the Opposition should be
emphasised. It is not a matter of party
overnment. but a matter which, as the

Australian people are beginning to see, must
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be dealt with firmly by the populations :in'
Governments of all the States. The Gov-
ernor's Speech also deals with the State
linances. I do not think either the Leade-r
of the Opposition or the Leader of the Coinn-
try Party will suggest that because thre
quesition of finance is showing signs of age,
it is not still a matter of vital importance
and one calling for special attention. There
appears to be a conspiracy of silence amng
the Opposition every' time the financial ques-
Lion comes up for consideration. I regard
that silence as an indication that, to a de-
gree, members opposite are satisfied with the
manner in which the finances of tile State
have been administered by the present Gov-
ernment. When things were not so good,
during the years from 1911 to 1914 and on-
wards throiwbg the war period, the case was
otherwise. Despite all explanations of what
in those days particularly was known as the
deficit, there was a continuous cry that the
had condition of the finances was due
to Labour administration. I have a sus-
picion now that if the finances were not no'
satisfactory, the full blame would be thrown
ont "Labour administration." It must also
be remembered that during the past two
years the Government have been faced with
considerable increases in expenditure! in the
Same way as businesses and industries
throughout the State have been affected.
There were large increases which could not
be foreseen when the last Budget -was being
prepared. I shall say nothing about the
manner in which the Premier's forecast haAs
beeni verified, except that the figures in the
aggregate correspond. What I am con-
cerned with is that although the Premier has
had to meet obligations which could not lIe
anticipated, the Opposition, whose business
it is to critic-ise, have not been able to sug-.
gest effectively that the finances -have been
administered in any hut a capable maniler.
We mast also bear in mind that in a young
State like Western Australia something more
is required than mere economy. It is not
advisable or desirable that Western Austra-
lia Governments should start out merely
with the idea of making ends mneet- -The in-
dustries of our State are young, and in such
a. position that they should receive the utmost
consideration from any Government hap-
pening to be in power. The position of the
State's development is such that Governments
are bound to extend generous treatment in.
wards industries needing assistance. Cer-
tainly the Treasurer must exercise care miid
have regard for economy, but it would !;e

disastrous, in the present position of West-
ern Australia, if the Government adopted
the view that their business was to close
down on all expenditure, rather than the
view that this is a young and ex-
panding State. If the Government want te
inspire confldence and energy in the citi-
zens of the State, they must show confidene
and enterprise themselves. We have passed
the period when our people were inclined tc.
take rather a dismal view of Western Aus-
tralia's future. We have got over the saint-
what severe times which were the result ol
draught and war. We have reached the stagE
when confidence in the State is re-established.
We are all apt to think that distant fieldr
are green, that in some way Western Aus-
tralia is handicapped relatively to the East-
ern States. It is true that in the matter of
secondary industries, and also in other re
spects, Western Australia has been made ti
feel that it is not exactly the equal of th
East; but from a necessarily brief and cur.
sory review of the Eastern States I have r~e
turned with a strong impression that where
as in some directions they have an advantag(
over Western Australia, there are coinpen
sations which fully justily the view that n
State is likely to make as much progress ii
the near future as ours. The Eastern State
seem to he in a condition of arrested de
k'elopment. They have passed througl
periods of prosperity, and now appear t(
have fallen down on the job. Take the cas
of South Australia, a country which large],
depends on its agricultural industry
just as Western Australia does. Then
is not the same disposition on thi
part of South Australian people to ex
pand, to take risks f or the sake of de
velopmeat, as there is in this country
The South Australian who wants to speeni
late in the farming industry does not go int
undeveloped country. hot prefers to pur
chase a farm already developed. sontl
Australia has, got farming down to a busi
ness proposition. The question of what eai
he paid for a given area of land with
view to profitably- farming it has been re
duced to a bard business calculation. As
consequence, the continued exchanges of ex
isting holdings have raised the price o
farming lands considerably beyond the pric
of similar lands in Western Australia. Tn
deed, there are cases in which land of a cei
Lain quality has changed hands in Soul]
Australia at nearly donble the price whirl
the same quality of land would bring i
Western Australia.
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Mr. Lindsay: Three times the price.
Mr. MILLINGTON: A farmer who has

come here from South Australia tells me
that there he sold land suitable for mixed
farming at as high a price as £:22 per acre,
and that here he has bought nearly three
times the area at £7 per acre, and hie de-
clares that his Western Australian land is
quite equal to that which he disposed of in
Sounth Australia.

U~hr. Stubbs: And the rainfall here is more
certain.

Mr. MILLINGTON: In compensation for
our less fortunate position in poiat of sec-
ondary industries, we have the advantage
that wheat growing is fast becoming a busi-
nessi proposition here, and that in this re-
.spect we are well situated. The capital cost
of our land-a great factor in the cost of
production-is so much below thne capital
cost of land in the Eastern States that we
shall be in a position to produce more
cheaply in future-having regard to all
charges, overhead, capital and otherwise-
than the Eastern States. Farming is becom-
ing our principal industry, and therefore we
have every reason to look hopefully towards
the prospects of developing the State and
of satisfying not only our own p~eople, but
other people, that Western Australia can
bold its own in the industry upon which it
chiefly depends. Also, in this State there is
a disposition on the part of the farming
and pastoral communities to adopt the most
up-to-date methods. Our verv existence de-
pends on that disposition, and it is pleasing
to note that those engaged in the two great
primary industries are sufficiently up to date
to enable us to say that those industries are
in safe hands. In view of all the circum-
stances, we are justified in. predicting that,
in respect or those industries, Western Aims-
tralia will easily hold its own; fdr. whereas,
in the Eastern States those industries have
virtually reached a standstill, in Western
Australia they have a most promising
future. So, when people are inclined to
take a doleful view of the fnture of the
State. we should remember that those in the
primary industries are rapidly progressing,
and that tbc Government are doing all they
can to further their progress. Therefore
I say we are justified in our conviction that
Western Australia has entered upon a period
of prosperity. In view of that, the Govern-
ment are entitled to enact their progressive
policy. It is no longer for us to worry un-
duly about our finances. Rather should we
take the view that the Government must be
essentially progressive. They are entitled to

be optimists, for they have something with
which to back their optimism. It is satis-
factory to note that our increased revenue
is such that, despite the inevitable increase
in expenditure, there is no longer any cause
for alarm; and we can take the view that
Western Australia has turned the financial
corner, that full confidence has been re-estab-
lished, and that of aU] the States of the Com-
monwecalth ours has the most promising
future. Even the Opposition have taken a
friendly view of the record of the Govern-
ment. The member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) bears the reputation of being a most
honest man; in fact his honesty is equalled
only by his inconsistency. He was so honest as
to candidly admit the capable way in which
the Government were conducting the affairs
of the State. His inconsistency was shown
when he expressed the hope that they would
meet with calamity in March next. He was
both congratulatory and regretful; indeed,
his speechm was a series of congratulatory re-
gr ets. The present Labour Government are
not faced with tine indifferent season of 1911
and the drought and war of 1914. They are
reaping their just deserts and have before
them an era of prosperity. No amount of
misrepresentation could now alarm the
people of the State into fearing the conse-
quences likely to follow from Labour ad-
ministration.

H~on. G. Taylor interjected.
Mr. M\ILLINGTON: I can quite under-

stand that the hon. member mnighmt not take
so optimistic a view as some others would.
He can tell of the times when Laverton was
one of the noted towns of the goldflelds, and
when it represented a rapidly expanding in-
dustry. However, hie is still young enough
to glory in the fact that although Western
Australia is faced with the decline of the
gold-mining industry, there is a correspond-
ing- expansion in other primary industries.
We hav-e now reached the stage where West-
erni Australia can get a fair deal from its
Governments, and its Governments can get
a fair deal from the people. Consequently
the outlook is bright, we have no time for
croakers, and our optimism is fully justified.
There are included in this very creditable
record of the Government other matters en-
titled to serious notice. My friends, the
members representing the North, are fully
alive to the importance of developing that
great country. The Government have been
handicapped with regard to that question.
To-day the position is more problematical
than ever, owing to the proposals of the
Federal Government. The present State
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Government have gone out of their way to
inform themselves as to thle potentialities of
thle North-West. They have paid the
closest attention to representations by mem-
hers representing the North, andl only the
enormous financial liabilities that would
have to he incurred have prevented the Gov-
ernment from propounding a scheme for
the development of that country. We are all
anxious that mistakes should be avoided, hut
I anu confident tim Governmnent have in
band the problem of developing the North,
and 1 know they will be sufficiently enter-
prising to unhiesitatingly embark upon any
schemie offering a pirobability of success. I
am sure the question will be kept promin-
ently before the Government by members re-
presenting the North. Although coming
fmomn a metropolitan constituency, I am
deeply sympathetic with the North-West and.
keenly alive to its possibilities, Any scheme
for its development will have my enthusias-
tie support, andl, I am, sure, that of other
metropolitan memibers. It is an obligation
upon all of us. Although I have not had
an opportunity' to visit the North, I am dis-
tinctly hopeful of the prospects of that
vast country. Prestumably, this is one of
the queitions contemptuously referred to by
those who say there is nothing new in the
Speeh delivered by His Excellency. Prom-
inence was given in that Speech to the ques-
tion of migration. I do not for a moment
believe that the Leader of the Opposition
would say this is a subject of no interest.
Land settlement, of course, is the oldest
question in this State, but none the less it
is of absorbing interest. Is there any coun-
try in the world where a progressive land
settlement policy is more essential than in
Western Australia? Do any of us yet realise
the possibilities of land settlement in this
State? Of course, in the carry days of any
new country, land settlement is compara-
tively- easy. Up to a certain stage the landl
settles itself. In later stages thle problem is
much more difficult. In a State such as this,
we cannot afford to sit down and allow land
settlement merely to take its own course.
The Government have to frame an approved
policy for the fostering of land settlement.
Only recently have we come to realise the
valuc of some of our light land. I amn sure
members, representing coun3try districts give
the Government full credit for being most
sympathetic to any proposal for testing the
value of those lands. In South Australia
and other States there is not the same sym'-

pathetic assistance given to the development
of doubtful areas. We are ahead of South
Australia in this respect. Here we realise
the necessity for expanison, and any practi-
cal proposals put before the Government by
country members receive the most sympa-
thetic consideration of Ministers. At one
time it was thought that some of our light
lands were valueless, but to-day it is realised
how foolish that idea was. 1 passed over
outback goldfields country many years ago
and similar country also, and, like many
other;, did not realise the wonderful pas-
toral possibilities that existed there. With
the decline of the mining industry there will
certainly be an expansion in that part of
the State far greater than any of us at
present realise. In the old days we looked
upon Southern Cross as the desert; we know
now what it is capable of producing so fat
as agriculture is concerned. There is nc
doubt about the quality of the soil on thc
goldfields, and who is to say, with the ad.
vancemunt of science, what we may expeel
in the way of production in that part of th(
State. Experiments in the goldfields haw
proved what the land there is like and w(
may yet be shown that some kind of shrub
such as salt bush, will be capable of culti-
vation in those parts.

Won. G. Taylor: It is fine sheep eountr3
as it is.

Mr. 'MILLINOTON: Even the 'Nutlahoi
Plains, I was assured by a practical pastor
alist from South Australia, may he turne&
into profitable use provided the water diffi
eulty can he overcome. When we hear thoso
men who are the stay-at-home kind, decla4
that the outback country is no good, an(
compare their opinion with that of men o:
vision, we" cannot but he impressed by thi
opinions of the latter in respect of the pos;
sihilitics of the Eastern Goldfields country

N-arc justified in assuming that with th,
advancement of science, and the opportgfl
ities for experimenting-, as well as with thi
enterprise that has been displayed in recen
years, the possibilities of Westerni Australi:
from an agricultural and pastoral point o
vie"', are enormous. So in regard to lano
settlement, even if money has to be expend&
and even if the ledger does not balance, ther
is no reason why the Government should no
be cong-ratulated on this enterprise and th
experiments they are carrying out in th
hope of bringing about that expansion tha
we all desire to see. The Leader of th
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Opposition will agree that some credit is due
even to tile Labour Government for the man-
ner in whit-h they have faced the various
prioblem,. 'Tho subject; of group settlement,
if it has been productive of nothing else,
has certainly been responsible for some long
discussions hlere. I think that more interest-
ing stories have been to1(1 in connection with
iliac question than members ever heard be-
fore.

Hon. G. Taylor: Did you hear the member
for Murehison last night!

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, and imembers re-
presenting the South-West also. Group set-
tlenwnt has come to sla 'y, and in this respect
we miust give full credit to those responsible
for the initiation of thle scemne.

Hon. G. Taylor: It will justify itself just
as wheat cultivation has done.

Mr. 3MULNGTON :It being iii tile
It~tre of an experiment I would have pre-

ferred to see that experiment carried out on
a smaller scale. But we are in it now, and
nust see it through. It is a vast experiment
but I am convinced that it will be responsible
for bring-ing into productivity l-and in the
South-West that otherwise might never have
been touched. That countr is not easily
capable of settlement; pafrticulalrly the
swamlp land,,, which require a big- scheme
and the expenditure of considerable sumns
of mnoney in the initial stages. Tbe present
Government have not slowed down on the
work; they have done their utmost against
grreat difficulties to carry) on and satisfy the
settlers. Of course it is impossible to satisfy%
a1l' but has there ever been any big problemn
undertaken which has giv-en satisfaction to
everyonle. I should say that thle representa.-
tives of the country districts are prepared to
give credit to the Mfinister for Lands for his
sympat hetic administration of the Lands De-
pa rtment.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. 'MIrLLINGTON: Let me refer to the
question of the supply of wire netting and
thle manner in which it has been handled by
thle Minister. The matter was taken up by
tile Federal Glovernment, but they were ob-
livious of the conditions that existed over
here. The Minister for Lands had sufficient
enterprise to take the risk of supplying the
netting to those who needed it. It meant
flint if netting was not to he supplied] then-
would have beeni no crops to speak of this
year. Representatives of the farming dis-
tricts will give full credit to the Minister

for tile sympathetic way in whichk he listened
to the requests of she people on the land.
This has always been a characteristic -if
the Minister whenever juist and reasonaole
elains of the community have been brought
under his notice. These remarks also itli lly
to Ministers in charge of other depart-
ments. rrhe Governor's Speech disclJoses at
magnificent record of achievement. I have
listened to mnany speeches delivered at thle
opening of Parliament but it has never been
possible to compare any other with that to
which we listened at the opening of the
presenit session. Sometimes an attempt is
made to con temptuoiisly review this dloei-
i110ut Which Sets 01.1t the record of the iiist;
capable C overmuient that has lbeen ia charge
of the affairs of this State, and in saying
this, I include previous Labour Govern-
ments.

Mr. Lathamn Tell us something new that
they started.

iMr. 'MILLINOTON: It is not the Gov-
ernment's business to start fantastic
schemes which the hon. member himself
would be the first to condemn.

Mr. Lathani: No, they are carrying on
a. jolly gZood policy.

Mr. MILLING TON: They are carrying
on the actual affairs of the State andl
nothing- fantastic. They have actually done
the job. If those members who represent
country districts are not pointing out this
tact I will take the opportunity to do so.
1 stood hieside the member for Canning
(31r. Clydesdale) whilst the Governor was
reading the Speech in another place. There
-was no doubt about the dignified marner
and tie mullutred diction of flis Exeelleas-.
as hie -ead the documenit. It sounded lilke
a poem. The niember for Canningl, win is
not easily moved, "'as inipelled to rmlar,
"That's the stuff."

'Mr. 3latn: Did he smilez when he sail

Mir. 21 LLVNGTON: I never fiefur,! sawv
him FO dleligh1ted. We all have sIlch s'irt
n-emories. What was recorded in Ole
Speech has been going on for two yeara
amud cc hIave to he reminded of the achieve-
intis of thie Government. It mnay be an

old beiiumc certa ink-. but it is iadIr- new
management, and thant new managremient
has livened things ulp considerably and ha:,
shown ain enterprising dash which has
completely upset those who used to carry
on uinder the old style. Of course we cannot
expect our friends to admit that, but the

407
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records show that under the new manage-
ment the business of the State has advanced
marvellously. As soon as we have fixed
tip the Federal and State relationships we
shall find the MAinister for 'Works very
sympathetic, Up to date lie has been
poverty stric-ken, bat immedliately he gets
the funds that he expects 'to receive, he
-will make thin-es move.

Mr. Latham: There is no doubt he has a
lot of promises to falfil.

Air MILLINOTONb.: Ile has everything
in train, and immediately funds are made
available the spending machinery will
move, and the people who want main roads
and water supplies will. have their requests
attended to. There will then be no unemt-
ployed; everybody wvill be fully oceup ted.

Hon., C. Taylor: There is quite a numbear
to find work for.

Mr, MILL..NGTON: The reference in the
Speech to the Agricultural College meets
with the approval of our friends opposite.
That is a new project and it is important
to those who realise the value of such ant
institution in a young country. We know
what has been done elsewhere and -when
we consider that we are in competi: Inn
with other parts of the world, if we are to
exist Aigainst that competition, we munst
bring ourselves uip to date. Those who
enigage in agricultural pursuits must have
every advantage so far as training is con-
cerned, and the value of an agricultural
college will prove itself to he more than
those with short vision realise. I congratu-
late the Government on the advance they
are mnakug- in respect of the dissemination
of knowledge. Too long have the country
districts been neglected, -not -only in regard
to agricultural education, but education
generally, and though T represent a metro-
politan constituency, anything that will
tend towards the bettermecnt of education
in the country' will always receive my en-
thusiastic. support. The people outback
are entitled to the best that can he given to
them, and the present Government, it will
he fouind, will not adopt a trarsimnonious;
attitude. The reference to agricultural
water supplies is an interesting as well as
a new subject. We have had sufficient
enterprise to launch out with a more ad-
vanced policy than that of our predecessors.

Ur. Latham: Exactly the saine policy.

Mr. MTLLITNOTON: They have been do-
ing what others have been talking- about for

years. Instead of being in the air, the water
works are on the rocks.

H~on. Gi. Taylor: That is where you wi4ll
land the country if you do not look out.

.Mr. MILIALNG TON: The Government
have constructed reservoirs, and that must lie
a matter of great satisfaction to the farmers.

Mr. Latham: One only has been finished
to date.

Mr. MILLINLITON : I am afrafid the mein-
her for Kalgoorlie (Ron. J. Cunningham)
has shown more entimiasm on the question of
water supplies in thle outer areas than have
a good ritnny farmners. The thing that amazes
Die aboni the present (Iovernmtent is the way
they liave attended to the affairs of the coun-
1' Ii SO many varied directions.

Mr. Mann: You are going so far that
we are ;ommnencing to doubt your sincerity.

Mr. Sampson: "MINeth inks hie doth pro-
test too much."

-Mr. Mt1LTXliNOTON: Not at all.
MNIr. Sampson : You are protesting alto-

get her too Vigorously.
.1r. M1 21,NOTON: The next subject 1

;'ill deal with represents one of the biggest
inroblents that has been tackled by the Gov-
ernment, a problem that is more difficult
than that of finance or of land settlement.
I refer to industrial relationshipa.

Mr.il ann: I thought you were going to
refer to the Camabridge-street trains.

Mr. 31l LLTNGYTON: The indnstrial prob-
1cmn has been faced in. Autstralia more than
anywhere else, but even here it is a long way
fromi being solved. I have been closely as-
sociated with this problem for manry years
past. In Anstralia the machinery has been
created for controlling the problem whereas
other coaintrics have left it much to chiance.
T remember a conference, convented by Sir
James 'Mitchell when lie was Premier, the oh-
iet of which was to consider this prohlemi.
RepresentAtives of the unions and of the
Emplovers' Federation discussed thle neees-
sity for amending our arbitration laws. Both
sides agreed that the Act was inefficient and
had beroine obsolete. They also agreed that a
permanent court should he set up instead of
-the old part-time arrangement. Anottner
lpoilt onl which they were agreed was that
subsidiary courts should be set uip to deal
with matters of interpretation and so forth.
But the task of g.ivling effect to these de-
visions was left over for the present Govern-
mient to undertake. The work of the present
Administration will have a far-reaching ef-
fleet throughout the State. It has often bheen
said that the best way to deal with indus-
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trial troubles is to make provision to over-
conmc points of difference before they are
um-gnilled into open breaches between the
parties concerned. Already the advantages
of the amended legislation are apparent, not
onls to the workers, hut to the employers,
who recognise the steps taken in the diree-
ti0,1 ot industrial peace. If the Government
werr to do nothing more than they have al-
readlv achieved in their amendments to the
Arbitration Aet and tile Workers' Compen-
sation Act, they would have amply justified
their existence. Their work will nlever be for-
gottlen iw the people, arid their efforts, will
alway-s stand to the credit of present-day
Ministers. The legislation is as up-to-date
as, if, indeed, it does not represent at great
nds'ance upon, smilar legislation in other
parts.

I Ion. G4. 'lavlor: So long as both sides ad-
itt' to the decisions of the courts, it will he
bMI right. Unless that is the result, failure
must follow.

Mr.. AITLIN-.GTON: Frornt the results we
hanve seen so far, I should say it will be all
right,

Hon. G4. Taylor: I. hope so, at any rate.
Mir. MILLINGTON: Mluch satisfaction

har been expressed by representatives of
unions and of the employers alike regardin~g
the extended scope of tire Arbitration Court
arid the siubsidiary tribunals%. So much for
the administration and legislation of tht (ov-
c-rninert. I do riot take the view that because
the mining industry has been showing si .gns
of declininig' no effort should bernade to stop
the downward tendency. The industry Inas
done much for Western Australia.

I-on. C. Taylor: For all Australia.
Mr. MILLINGTON: From personal ex-

perienlce. I know the dangers of the occupa-
tion. Because of the large numbers of men
ermiployed in the indastry we should not stand
idly by and allow it to collapse. Were that
to happen, it would indeed be a calamity.
With a gradual decline an opportunity is af-
forded to place miners in other industries.

Hon. G. Taylor: We know the calamity
that follows when even one mine closes down.

M.Nr. MILLINGTON: That is so. I have
kt~own of fairly large towns depending upon
one mine alone. It is generally recognised
that in the outer centres a mine can main-
tain a community of some 500 souls. Should
such a mine cease operations, the homes of
those people are rendered practically useless
and the men are thrown on the labour mar-
ket until they can lie absorbed in other di-
rections. In these circumstances it is easy to

understand why members generally are
anxious to avoid anythirg like a serious col-
lapse Of mining, Such as was threatened a
little while ago. Whatever supptrt I can
render will be available when any attempt is
niade to revive and reconstruct our gold mini-
ing industry, together with improved
methods of treatment. Members on the Op-
position side of the House will not complain
rega~djng the Government's railway pro-
posals. In these days a member of Parlia-
intent is almost required to apologise for re-
presenting peoiple instead of territory, but
notwithstanding that 1 repreieat a metro-
politan constituency, I am arnxious to give
every assistance to schemes that will help to
develop the country districts. It can be
claimed that, no city meniber has opposed the
construction of a railway once he was; satis-
flied that it was necessary for the develop-
merit of a rural area. fn return we ask the
country representatives to see that the metro-
politan members receive a fair deal and
sympathetic tr-eatnient wvhen urgent require-
meats are brought before the House. One
1 ues tion of great importance is mentioned in
the G3overnor's Sveech. I desire to give the
mnermber for Perth ('Mr. Mann) every credit
for the energetic and capable manner in
which he has advocated the establislununt of
central markets. I have interested myself
in that question and appreciate the import-
ance of it. 'There are marny market gar-
deners in tile Osborne Park district and they
tell Inc that without the provision of a cent -
rid market. it is and will he most difficult to
earn a livelilrood. We realise that the in-
dusti-y is becoming sweated. If we are not
careful we shall have in such areas a corn-
mnunity of mean whites who, instead of ear-
ig at least the basic living wage, will be
compelled to live uinder conditions that will
represent riot only a menace but give irs
cause for shame. Market gardeners without
reasonable facilities for disposing of their
products are in much the same position as
workers without an opportunity to labour.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are plenty of
buyers if only the mark-et gardeners can get
to them.

Mr. 'MILLINGTON: We have discussed
this question with thre producers and there
is one point on which all growers from
Alban ' to Oernldton are unanimous. They
all agree that the establishment of a central
market will have a wonderful effect upon
the industry. While it is agreed that in one
.sense the creation of centralised markets
will mean a monopoly, the growers stress
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the necessity for space being, available in the
markets where trading by private treaty
can be carried on. We discussed the ques-
tion with the Minister for Agriculture and
found him entirely sympathetic. In the past
we have argued as to whether there should
be municipal or (Jovernment control. When
a vote was taken regarding the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire into
this question, it was obvious that members
would not agree to confer power upon the
City Council to establish markets. There is
no doubt that prejudice existed respecting-
the council. Of course, legislation restrict-
ing their powers would have been provided,
but the fact remains that there was noe dis-
position at all to grant the City Council the
powers desired. An endeavour Was Made to
arrive at an agreement regarding the ques-
tion of control. The position was placed be-
fore the Minister, who said that the matter
would hbe discussed by Cabinet. Now we
know that Cabinet has decided to introduce
a measure to establish a public trust with
lpow~'r to construct and control public
markets.

H~on. G. Taylor: And to %orrow money?
Mr. MNILLINOTON:K. Yes. Manyv advant-

age-s will. accrue from such a provision and
many of those concerned, with whom I have
discussed it, agree that it preserves the prlin-
ciple of public control and public ownership.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MILLINGT ON: The Government
have promised to introduce a Bill for the
establishment of a central market in Perth.
This is an urgent matter requiring the at-
tention. of all members, and particularly
those representing the district that will be
most affected. There has been a good deal
of discussion over various more or less suit-
able sites. The site in 'Marquis-street was
acquired in loll, but despite all promises
it has remained unutilised. Existing mar-
keting arrang-ements in the metropolitan
area are completely out of date and un-
suited for a city such as Perth. I hope that
during the present session author-ity' will be
given for the establishment of new markets.

Hon. 0. Taylor: In Marquis-stree-t?

Air. MILLINGTON: I cannot say where
the markets should be, but all those inter-
ested in the question seem to rerard the
Marquis-street site as suitable. However,
we have arrived at a stagfe where we should
eliminate anything and ev erything that 'hs
been responsible for delay. M

Mir. Sampson: Wc must not eliminate the
kerbstone markets.

Air. MILLINGTON: I am not prepared
to go into that question. I do not wish to
touch upon anything controversial. What
I want to see is unanimity in respect both
of control and site. Given that, the details
can be discussed when the time arrives. I
do plead that nothing should he allowed to
further delay the erection of suitable muar-
kets. One matter of vital interest to which
I. would direct attention is the electorate of
Leederville. It is with one exception the
most populous, and without any exception
the most important, in the State.

Mir. Richardson: Oh, dieken!
Air. MILLINGTON: According to official

statistics the adult population has now
reached 1ia,300. Since the last elections it
has increased by between 3,000 and 4.000.
amd it will hie of interest to the Minister for
Migration to learn that during last year
two Leederville mnothers qunlified for the

J~i'tbounty. I may also say that Leeder-
ville is the electorate responsible for thme most
beautiful lady in Australia. And now that
it bas been decided that she is the most
beautiful and cultured lady in Australia,
it goes without saying that "Mliss Auistralia"l
will soon be acclaimed the most beautiful
lady in the world.

Mr. Lindsay: It is time you had a look
at the London girls.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I have made in
quiries and 'f find that this popular vounT
lady is only 19 years of age, so she is in no
dangeTr of any serious competition. Aklso
I may mention tlhat Leederville is the hom-3
ground of the West Perth football cluib.

Hon. 0. Taylor: There is nothing very
flattering, in that.

MAr. MILLINGTON: T1 affords teer.
ville an added claim to notoriety. More-
over I may say that club are sure to he thi!
minor premiers this year and. despite what
the member for Brown H1ill-Ivanhoe and
others may contend, they are pretty sure to
be the premiers of Western Australia. If
the electorate was in need of any further
grounds for notoriety, I can assure members
that in Osborne Park there are to be found
the finest milkers in the States. At the last
election two questions were particularly ex-
eircising the minds of the people in the
Teederville electorate. One was that of
water supplv. It was the most disensted
question in the metropolitan area. The pre-
sent Administration, through the Minister
[or Works, has been resnonsible for revo-
lutionising the water supply in my electorate.
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The problem w-as taken in hand in the most
capable manner by the 'Minister, with the
result that during the last two summers very
few complaints were heard. I coograulate
the Minister on having brought our water
supplies up to date. Not only has all re-
ticulation been attended to, but the ques-
tion of future supplies has been grappled
with by the Minister. Having regard to the
growing population it will be necessary to see
that existing- supplies are extended so as to
ensure the people against any scarcity. In
attending to this, the Minister has shown
most commendable enterprise. Two years
ago, the'water supply in the metropolitan
area was an outstanding grievance, hut the
Governmnt have, as far as possible, over-
come the difficulty. Another question ag-itat-
ing thle people of Leedervillc at the last
election arose from the fact that for 20
years WVest Leederville had been denied a
tramway service. I now publicly congratu-
late the Government and the Minister for
Railways on the fact that the line has been
started.

Mr. Teesdale: You always seem to have
something to be thankful for.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, I have. Now
that the Government have attended to the
needs of my district, the least I can do is to
publicly proclaim the fact.

Mr. Teesdiale: Your seat must now be
pretty safe.

Mr. ]MILLING TON: I have already pre-
dicted that the West Perth football club will
be this year's premiers, and 1 may say I
confidently expect that at the next election
Leederville will repeat its decision of two
years ago. I have taken this opportunity
to express my belief that the Government
have made an earnest and successful endeav-
our to accomplish ail that was expected of
them. Representing as I do the second most
populous electorate and the most important
in the State, I am confident that the people
of that electorate warmly appreciate the man-
ner in which the affairs of the State are
being administered aud the beneficial nature
of the legislation enacted by the present Gov-
ernment. I believe the people of the State
have every confidence in the Government and
will take thle earliest opportunity of express-
jug- that confidence in the most tangible form.

MR. MANN (Perth) [7.40): The Premier
in opening- his remarks on the Address-ka-
reply said he expected that mast members
would speak on the debate and also that

they would wander a good deal and touch
upon almost every point of the compass.

Mr. Teesdale: God knows, they have too!
-Mr. MANN: The member for Leederville

certainly vindicated thle Premier's prediction.
The Premier also said that the Government
would accept any helpful criticism; but he
suggested that the Government themselves
were the best judges of what acts Lhey should
be criticised for. He was hopeful, be said,
that any criticism of their acts would be of
a favourable nature. 'It is very easy for on-
look ers to criticise the players in a game,
even though those onlookers could not possi-
bly do as well as the players. I trust that
any criticism I may offer will be accepted
by the Premier as helpf nl. At all events I
put it forward in that spirit. The Minister
for Railways, addressing a meeting of the
Metropolitan Council at the Trades Hall re-
cently, is reported to have said that the first
interest of a country was the production of
wealth.

Thu Minister for Railways: You subscribe
to that?

Mr. MANN: Yes. He said also that re-
forms and improvements were more easily
made in a country that was prosperous, and
were impossible when stagnation existed. I
subscribe to that also. The Minister was
re])orted to have said that the sucecess of a
Oovernm~nt -was judged by their financial
administration. He claimed that the Gov-
ernment of which he was a member had
successfully administered the affairs of the
coouintry sinice they had been in office. He
particularly emphasised his own administra-
tion.

Mr. Richardson: Naturally.

MTr. MANN: But there arc several view-
points from whic-h success may be consid-
ered, and I am inclined to view th3 success
of the Government's administration as re-
flected in the condition of the people withijn
the State, their prosperity and contentedness.'
In this respect I am afraid tile Government
have not been as successful as was expected,
and probably not as successful as they them-
selves hoped to be. Prom the time of their
taking office there has been a constant in-
crease of unemployment and a constant in-
crease of casual employment. When I speak
of casual employment I refer to those men
who get a month's work and are out of work
for a month, then a fortnight's work and out
of work for a month, and I do not include
them among-st the unemployed. 'We have had
an excess of unemployment. I co not sug-

411.
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gest that the Government have not done their
utmost to find work, but it is not possible
for the Government to be the employers of
all men. That is where I think the Govern-
mnt have to some extent failed. They have
been endeavouring to absorb all the unemn-
ployed, rather than to push on with a de-
velopment policy, as a result of which pri-
vate employers would have provided work
for many men.

The Mfinister for Justice:- Apparently you
did not hear the speech by the Minister for
Lands the other night.

MAr. MANN: I know and appreciate the
work of the Minister for Lands as well as
that of other Ministers. I am satisfied the
Mlinister for Lands has continued the policy
of the previous Government and probably
has extended it, too, with considerable suc-
cess. But that does not alter the fact that
there has been an increase of unemployment.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it does.
M1r, MANN: On the 13th February of this

year a meeting of unemployed was held at
the Trades. Hafl. Thus before the wheat
carting, had been completed, probably before
the harvesting had-been finished, there wvas
a meeting of unemployed in Perth. Mr. Ken-
neally and 'Mr. Barker took eharg6 of the
maectug and arranged a deputation to the
Premneir.

Mir. Panton: Was that the day when you
were deposed as leader?

Mr. MANN: On the 2nd March of this
year a Federal Royal. Commission on
National Insurance sat in Perth to inquire
into the question of insurance against un-
employment. Several of the witnesss wruo
gave evidence could not he considered at all
biassed or prejudiced against the present
Government, so we are forced to accept thlr
evidence as reliable. Among the witnesses
was Patrick James Mooney, secretary to the
Metropolitan Council of the A.L.P., West-
ern Australian branch, who said-

There were about 10,400 members, the naLj-
ority of whom belonged to the railway and
shop assistants' unions in this branchl, whichl
included only the Perth area. About 800 t-.
1,000 members were now unemployed. About
500 of these were unskilled workers. Thiese
men were out of work not owing to sickness
but directly owing to slackness of trade.
There were about 1;000 members of tlw, sliol)
assistants' union, and a fair number of them,
were unemployed. The A.W.U., whose mem-
bers were all unskilled workers, bad between
400 and 500 men unemployed. Witness attri-
buted the cause of unemployment to the faet
that harvesting had finished and shipping was

not busy, and these factors eontributcd to a
gene rat slackness of trade.

Another witness who gave evidence was
Arthur James Watts, secretary of the West-
ern Australian branch of the A.W.U. He
told the Commission there were 9,000 mnem-
bers in his union, scattered throughout the
State and about 1,000 members were unema-
ployed, approximately 400 of them being in
the metropolitan area. He had never before
known unemployment to be so bad at that
season of the year. Mir. Mooney gave evi-
dence of 1,500 men and Mr. Watts of 1,000
men being unemployed at that time-March.

Mr. Laniond: All the shearers and shed-
hands engaged in the North at the present
time would have been in the metropolitan
area in March.

Mir. Richardson: The hon. member has
referred to only two unions,

Mr. MTANN: Another witness was Henry
Victor Simons, organising secretary of -.]--,
Amalgamated Engineers' Union. His mein-
bars numbered 1,700 and 32 of them were
unemployed. Mir. Trainer, secretary of the
Plumbers and Sheetmetal Workers' Union,
gave evidence that a large number of his
members were unemployed.

Mr. Panton: Those are the same mnen
that Mooney spoke of.

Mr. MANN: No.
Mr. Panton: Yes; their unions are all

affiliated with the metropolitan council.
Mr. MANN: Mr. Mooney said that 800

to 1,000 of the members were unemployed
and 500 of them were unskilled workers.

Air. Panton: Mlen attached to the couni-
cil, of which he was secretary. All thbe
unions you have mentioned are affiliated
with the concil.

Mr. MANN: He said those men were
out of work owing to slackness of trade. To
show there has been an increase of unem-
ployment, I am relying on the evidence off
men who are secretaries of unions, who are
in touch with their fellow workers all the
time, and would not give evidence with irny
prejudice or bias against the present Gov-
ernment. This is the.problem the Govern-
ment have to grapple with, because it is imi-
possible for the State to be prosperous when
there are suchi large numbers of men out of
Work. Consider the economic loss if we have
2,000 unemployed in in Perth. With air
earning capacity of probably £5 per week
each, there wouldl he £1I0,000 a week lost to
the State. T have taken some trouble to
look uip figures antI T find that since 1921
the population of this State has increased
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by 34,000, of which 32,000 are in the metro-
politan are;, and only 2,000 in the country
districts. Consequently, for every individual
that has settled in the country, 17 have set-
tled in the metropolitan area. If we had
unemployment in 1021, no one would be
optimistic enough to believe that our second-
ary industries in the city had advanced suffi-
ciently to absorb 17 persons to every one
who settled in the country. That is a point
I wish to stress.

The Minister for Justice: A lot of that
increase would be due to births.

Mr. Lindsay: There are births in the
country as well as in the city.

Mr. MANN: That does not affect the
figures. While the metropolitan population
in the Commonwealth generally has been in-
creasing, there has been a decline in the mn-
ber of persons employed in primary produc-
tion. The decline in this State is due chiefly
to the loss of population in the mining dis-
tricts. In Western Australia in 1919 there
were 142,000 people in the metropolitan
area, which number has increased to 176,000.
One factor that makes for unemployment
and results in workers remaining only tem-
porarily in the country districts is the lack
of homes. If a thousand men leave the met-
ropolitan area and go to the country during
the coming harvest, there are no homes to
which they can take their wives and fami-
lies. The men have to live in the best ac-
conimodation that the farmers can provide
and, when the haurvest operations are over,
they will have no alternative to returning
to the city. They will probably send their
earnings to their homes each week and shen
they return to the city they will have only
their last week's wages. Tf there were cot-
tages in the country to which such men could
take their families, we would have 500 men
who are going out to work on the farms
taking their families with them. When
their work was over they would probably'
he out of employment for a few weeks
until seeding started, and then would have
another two or three months' work. That
would be followed by two or three months
of slackness, during which time they would
get a little work on the roads, at fencing, or
at rabbiting, and would not return to the
city. It is impossible to rent a cottage be-
tween Perth and Southern Cross. There are
no spec. builders providing cottages, and the
men themselves have not the means to build
homes. This is where the Government should
step in. If the Government spent £100,000
or more in building 500 workers' cottages--

cheap places on the lines of the group cot-
tages-between Geraldton and Katanniag,
they would have 500 families leaving the
metropolitan area and settling permanently
in the country.

Mr. Lamond: You would not give them
as good homes as they have in the town.

Mr. MANR : The hon. member has not
rasped the point. The type of cottage I
suggest would suit these men and would in-
volve a rental of not more than 10s. or 12s.
a week. If cottages were built on the lines
of those in the metropolitan area, the rent
would be 25s. or 30s. a week. These work-
ers cannot afford to pay such high rent. All
they want is a comfortable cottage on live
acres of laud, and given that they could
carry on well. A small rental of 10s. or .12s.
a week would pay interest and ultimately
would extinguish the capital cost. The Gov-
ernment would have 5011 fappy and con-
tented families living in the country rather
than in the back streets of the metropolis
where they were half their time out of work
and half their time lacking sufficient food.

Mr. Marshall: You are late in waking
tip to this proposal.

Mr. MANN: The Government that I sup-
ported started it, and built some cottages
at Kununoppin and other towns.

Mr. A. Wansbrough : They have in-
sdifficient cottages for the railway men.

Mr. IWAN: I have not the figures uip to
date for the State, but I have figures for
the Commonwealth, showing the production
for last year. The Commonwealth produced
wealth to the extent of 392 millions, 81
millions being from agriculture, 1.02 millions
from the pastoral industry,1 42 millions
from dairying, 11 millions from forestry,
2-2 millions from mining and 132 millions
from manufacturing. While there has been
a decrease in the number of persons em-
ployed in primary production there has
been a steady increase in those employed
in manufacturing. If we had during the
last six or seven years gone on keeping up
our average of those employed in primary
industries, we should have been able to
make room for larger numbers of persons
in our factories in the metropolitan area.
But we have not been able to sustain the
numbers: rather have they been reduced.
That is the reason for unemployment in
the metropolitan area. The Government
are wrong to compel men to register for
employmnent in Perth.
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The Minister for Railways: We did not
do that.

Mlr, MANN: If a, man applies for a .joh)
in the'country, he is told that the unem-
ployed are picked up in Perth.

The Minister for Railways: No. During
the last fortnight we picked op - men in
Wagin and Narrogin 'to work on the WTagin-
Boweling line.

Mr. MANN: Men required on the Uwarda
railway and on relaying work have all been
picked up in Perth.

The Minister for Railways: They do not
need to register in the city. Labour
bureauis are established all over the coun-
try.

The Minister for Works: There was nut
a man sent out to the Norseman railway
from Perth.

Mr, MANN: We would naturally expect,
with unemployed on the goldfields, that
the men would be recruited from that
centre. I am, however, speaking of the un-
employed within 150 iniles of Perth. It
would he advisable to have registry offices
in the different country centres.

The Minister for Railways : We have
them there.

Mr. MTANN: It is strange that the men
flock in to Perth. They spend their last
week's wages in the train fare, and arrive
in the city without a shilling. They register
for employment, and the next wreek they
are asking for ratioits. They say they
prefer work, hut if there is no work they
throwty themselves on the mercy of the
Government.

The Minister for Railways : If they
register in the counitry, a definite percent-
age is takmn for work in their particular
district.

Mrr. M-ANN: That is not generally known.
It is understood they have to register in
Perth.

The Minister for 'Railways. That is not

Mr. 1ANN: I have been in touch with
the men, and I know they flock to Perth
immediately their country lobs cease.

11Y. Teesdale:- None come from the
N~orth.

The Minister for Lands: If they did,
there would be no one left there.

Mr. MANN: Finding work for men for
six or eight weeks, on the tramlines, or
some other casual job does not greatly
relieve the position. It is like giving a

dope to a man who has a pain and whose
sufferings are allevia ted onlyv temporarily.

The Minister for Railways: 1\11.11 are
you to do with the mien. who aire required
tem porarily in the agricultural industryf

Mr, MANN: I have offered one sugges-
tion for overcoming the difficulty, namely,
that of constructing 500 or 600 cheap
workers' cottages in the agricultural dis-
tricts.

Mr. I'antoin: Would. they not starve in
the country as well ats in the town?

.r. MANN: It would not be necessary
for themn to starve there. I1 know of two
(3r three men who went out wheat lumping
sonija few years ago, and they took their
wives and families with them and lived in
t e nts. They earned perhaps £40 or £30
and then put up a hunipy. During slack
timies they battled through by rabbitimc
and taking fencing contracts,. until the nest
yecar, and now they have their own little
cottages, a cow and pigs and poultry. If
they are out of work for a month or two
in the winter they have no rent to pay, tn
wood to buy, and they can get through1
until work starts again.

Air. Brown: In sonic of the country
towns there is unemployment to-day. Eveni
the local mnen cannot gpt work.

Mr. A1ANN: That may he happening in
districts where the fairmers are not enter-
prising. When farmers arc desirous Of
developing their holdingas they will avail
lhemselves of the unemployed.

Ifr. Brown:- There are many unemploy' ed
along the Great Southern railway.

Mr. MANN: That is why the Great
Southern has not prozressed as other parts
of the State have dlone.

Mr. Stubbs: That is not true.
Mr. Brown: It is nonsense.

M1r. MANN: There is a general desire
amongst the youths -who are growing up
to enter into city trades. They are en-
couraged hy their parents to do so. These
people often come to mue with their boys,
and ask inn to help to get them into motor
garages and electrical shops.

The Minister for Lands: Do not we all
like to keep our children at home?

Mir. MANN: When we see the inevitable
coming-, what is the use of trying to fight
against it? This is going on all through
Australia. The South Australian Govern-
ment recently endeavoured to ascertain,
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Why Victoria Was supplying their market
With so many manufactured goods. A
Royal Commission was appointed. This
took evidence in South Australia and Vic-
toria. 1 wvill read a few lines from the
evidence that was given. John Aener, on
behalf of tile Dangar Shoe Co., claimed
that the factories now in Australia could
make in six' months enough boots and shoes
to supply the Australian demand for a
Whole y ear. The English manufacturer, he
said, enjoyed the advantage over the Aus-
tralian manufacturer in regard to installa-
tion expenses. The day would come when
Australia would require an export market,
and lie had in mind such countries as New
Zealand, the South Sea Islands, and the
East. Local manufacturers monopolised
the Australian market with the exception of
about 5 per cent. Competition was very
keen, and they could produce enough boots,
15,000,000 pairs, in six months to supply
the Australian requirements for a year. The
alternative was for factories to be idle for
periods. but to run efficiently they should
work up to their full capacity. At present
they were working only at about half that
speed.

Tlit Minister for Railways: They get over
that by' changing the fashions in hioots and
shoes.

Mr. MANX: Mr. Hnrkness gave evidence
in the same strain. Another gentleman gave
evidence regarding the tanning industry.
Mr. Osborne, representing Hackett Bros.
Mtd., argued that business had increased in
Victoria during the last few years because
Mlelbourne 'vas the hiomec of boot mnanufac-
turers so far as Australia was concerned.
If that is the position in, the Eastern States.
where they have large and well-established
factories, and they find that they are unable
to keep their workers fully employed, what
is the use of our trying- to build up an un-
healthy city population when there is no
hope of finding constant employment for it?
We have to push the people'out into the
country. We must do this in a way that
will be suitable to them, and will render
them more comfortable and satisfied than
they arc in the city. What applies to boot-
making applies also to woollen mills. Most
of the woollen mills in Victoria are working
only two-thirds of the machinery half-time.
They have only the Australian market to
supply. They cannot compete in overseas
markets, and their output is greater than
the demand.

Mr. Lutey: The Albany mills are working
full time and exporting 90 per cent, of their
products.

Mr. A. Waushrougb: That is so.
Mr. MANN: While that is the position in

our secondary industries, I now wish to show
the position in regard to the market for our
primary production. Here I have the report
of a statment made by 'Mr. A. B. Alexander,

21P, eretary of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee of the Co-operative Congress of Great
Britain. It is headed "British Imports.
£500,000,000 a year for Produce." The re-
port reads as follows:

Mr. Alexander opened the discussion, and
said that in 1923 England paid £483,000,000
for imported produce. Included, in this amount
"'as for bacon £71,000,000, for beef £4,000,-
000, for butter £77,000,000, for lamb £:13,000,-
000, for mutton £,16,000,000, for cheese £28,-
000,000, and for milk £E2,500,000.

There is a market for our goods, and especi-
ally for the butter from. the groups. How-
ever, the trade Will need orgathisation. I am
sure that if we apply ourselves to getting
the people into the country districts and
into primary production, there will be less
unemployment. The people will be engaged
in industries having markets for their goods.
In the country employment is continuous,
whilst in the city it is casual and often, alto-
gther lacking. I think I have said enough

on that matter. I make my remarks in no
spirit of carping criticism, but With a desire
to put an end to the position of continual
unemployment that I and others have to
face from day to day. We see men whose
hearts are really breaking with the desire to
get work, though I admit that there are some
persons who are almost always unemployed,
and are glad to be organised with the
genuine unemployed. Undoubtedly there
are large numbers of men anxious to get
work and unable to get it. I desire to con-
gratulate the Government on developing
their tramway system. It is necessary that
the people of the metropolitan area should
have adequate means of transport. The
motor buses do to some extent serve districts
where there are no trains, but the bus form
of transport is not as economical for tra-
vellers as the tramns are. Moreover, in the
thick-N frequented streets the buses occupy
too much space for the passengers they con-
vey. The time will come when the city of
Perth will have to confine motor traffic to
certain streets. A Royal Commission which
has been inquiring into this subject in Mfel-
bourne reports that two men riding in a
tram take up 6.8 square feet of space, while
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two men in a motor car take up 37. There-
fore the Melbourne authorities are prohib-
iting motor cars from using certain crowded
streets. It is more economical to build tram-
wvays before the streets are laid down. If
a street has been laid down with bitumen or
asphalt, and then has to be torn up to put
a train in, the work becomes very costly. I
congratulate the Government on extending
the trains in districts where they are needed.

The Minister for Railwvays: The reason
you have mentioned is why we duplicated
that road to Victoria Park a little earlier
than otherwise we mnight have done.

Mr. MANN: There is a matter on which
I must take the Minister for Railways to
task, and that is in' connection with, his per-
mitting Mr. Kenneally to interfere with the
administration of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. I refer to the fact that M~r. IKenneally
instructed certain railway employees, the
Engine-drivers and Firemen's Union, not to
do certain, work.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: On whose authority
do you say that?

Mrt. MINANN: I have here a copy of the
notice which was posted up. It reads-

Engine-drivers, Firemen, and Cleaners'
Union. No. 10 Trades Hall, Perth. 19th Feb-
runary, 1926.

The Minister for hands: That is the old
thing.

Ai-. MANN: It may be old, hut yet it is
new.

The general committee has given attention
to the question of the coupling and uncoupling
of engines on F3remantle passenger trains by
enginemen. Deputations have waited on the
departmental officers with a view to having
this question adjusted so that the traffic men
would perform the work which correctly be-
longs to them. As negotiations hare failed in
this direction, it has been decided that, com-
mnencing from Monday next, 22nd inst., en-
ginernen arc not to do coupling or uncoupling
of engines, and that it is to be performed by
the traffic staff employed on the Frenntle
platform. I have been directed to forward
this intimation to the metropolitan branches in
order that, by haiving it posted in the notice
case, memnbers will know of the managing
body's decision in connection therewith, and to
request that all drivers and firemen give due
,attention to the matter. (Signed) J. J. Ken-
neally, General Secetnry.

Mr. Panton: That was the general commit-
tee, riot Kenneally. ,

Mr. MANN: I blame the official who took
the responsibility. The Commissioner of
Railways replied as follows:-

Perth. 20th February, 1926. Dear Sir, --
Mty attention has been drawn to a notice is-

sued by you, dated 19th lust., and exhibited
at East Perth loco. depot on the subject of
coupling and uncoupling engines. No doubt
yVou will recognise that the notice in question
in itself constitutes a direct attempt at what
is known as ''job control,'' in that it incites
members of your union to Idisobey lawful
orders relating to their work issued by the re-
sponsible authority under the Government Rail-
ways Act, 1904. The practice now in vogue
-against which you are inciting your meni-
hers to revolt-has been in operation for very
many years, and is certainly now exactly as
it was in 1921, when the conditions of emiploy-
ment of Your members were last settled by
the Arbitration Court. if your organisation
has any reason to desire any alteration Of the
conditions of employment, your course is to
approach the Arbitration Court for an amiend-
nient of the agreement registered at the Arbi-
tration Court, which now controls the situa-
tion.. .. ..

The Minister for Railways: That is just
what w'as done.

Mr. MANN: It wvas done in the end, but
the Minister permuitted this to go on.

The Minister for Railways: 'Nothing of
kind. As soon as the men refused to do that
particular work, they were suspended. After-
wards the matter was reerred to the Arbi-
tration Court, and settled.

Hons. G. Taylor: But you had to put on
other men to do the work these men re-
fused to do.

The -Minister for Railways: One can only
susp)end men who do not carry out their
duties. This was an industrial dispute.

Mr. MANN : That condition of affairs con-
tinued, and there were daily statements in
the Press from the 22nd February to the
12th Alardi. Each day the papers contained
something like this-

The trouble which arose between the Com-
missioner of Railways (Col. Pope) and tho
Engine-drivers and Firemen's Union regard-
ing the uncoupling of engines attached to pas-
senger trains on arrival at Fremnantle seenms to
have become one between the Government and
the union. Negotiations took place yesterday
afternoon with representatives of the union and
the Premier (M1r. P. Collier) and the Minister
for Railways (Mr I. C. Wilicoek). As a re
stilt of these negotiations the lines which woul'!
have been imposed on members of engine crews
which had refused to perform the duty re-
quested of then) were not deducted from tIn-
ordinary pay. The Minister for Railways
stated this morning he did not expect to meet
the union representatives again for a day or
two.

The Minister for Railways: The Minister
for Railways stuck to the policy of the Gov-
ernment and said, "This matter has to go to
the Arbitration Court, because it is an in-
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dustrial dispute." And that is what hap-
pened, flint was the only way the matter
could be settled.

'Mr. MANN: Surely the M1inister for Rail-
ways has sufficient machinery to control his
department without letting Mr. Kenneafly,
who is a leader in the Labour movement,
step) over his, the Minister's head and take
charge of the conduct of the railways.

The Minister for Railways: These men
were suspended because they refused duty.
The matter developed into an industrial dis-
pute.

Mr. MANN; While the Minister was tak-
ing- action against the men, could he not
have taken some action against Mfr. Ken-
neally?

T1hle M1inister for Railways: No.
Mir. MANN: The Minister could have

taken action, though it might have been a
little extreme.

The Minister for Railways: You are like
Mr. Bruce, who goes around saying that
something should be done.

Mr. MANN: This went on until one of
the weekly papers began to refer to M.r. Ken-
neally as "Commissioner Kenneally.'

Mr. Panton: "The power behind the
throne."

Mr. Richardson: What authority had Ken-
neally to put up the notice?

Mr. MANN: Suppose Mr. Kenneally had
put uip a notice that no trains whatever were
to rn, would the Minister have sat
quietly? I seriously put it to the Minister
that he ought not to permit any outsider to
usurp his functions as Minister controlling
the Railway Department.

The -Minister for Railways: Any man who
obeyed the co mmand of the outside authority
was suspended or fined. The Arbitration
Court settled this industrial dispute.

Mr. Lindsay: Some cases were settled by
the Minister without reference to the Arbi-
tration Court.

The Minister for Railways: No.
iMr. M1ANN: I think it my duty to bring-

this matter to the notice of the Minister. I
am sorry that my attacks are mostly directed
towards the Minister for Railways. I have
yet another matter to bring to his attention.

Mr. MAarshall: This is th Minister's un-
lucky week.

,%r. MANN: Speaking recently at the
Trades Hall, the Minister referred to what
he bad done for the employees under his
control, and pointed out that the Gd. per

day increase all round, which was granted
last year, involved a total expenditure of
£f60,000.

The Mlinister for Railways: That was fol-
lowing an arbitration award.

Mll. MANN: I am coming to that.
Mr. Davy: If it was following an arbitra-

tion award, why did the Minister claim credit
for it?

The Minister for Railways: I was ot
claiming any credit.,

Mr. Dlavy: You claimed it as a political
achievement that you had raised the railway
,nen's wages. If it was the court that did
it, how could you claim any credit for it?

Mr. MANN: The Minister said he was
following the award of the Arbitration Court.
He also stated-

Eight thousand men were employed in the
Railway Department, and a penny a day addi-
tion to wvages increased the total by E10,000
a year. The success or otherwise of a Gov.
erment was usually judged by its financial
administration, and it would be realised that
in dealing with such a large department the
financial aspect of alterations in conditions
had always to be seriously considered. it
would be found that out of a total increased
wage disbursement of £225,000, just about 75
per cent., or E16l7,000 of the amount involved,
wast absorbed by departments under his control.
In many instances, although based on Arbi-
tration Court decisions, the increases were
granted as a matter of justice, without the uin-
necessary delays and consequent loss of value
of the increases which would hare taken place
had the matter been listed for decision by the
court.

The Minister for Railways: Tell me what
is wrong with that.

Mr. MANN: The Minister said he had
been following awards of the court. I am
pointing out now that he took action with-
out referring to the court.

The 'Minister for Railways: No. The court
gave an award, and why should another
crowd of men he sent to the court to get
the same award?

Mr. MANN: The point I take exception
to is this-

In conclusion the minister said: ''This
brings me to the point as to whether the
Labour Government is successful. Is it worth
while to work and fight to hare a Labour Cov-
ernient and to retain them when they are in
pow'er? Labour supporters and canvassers are
sometimes discouraged when asked by people
who should vote Labour: 'What has Labour
done? It makes no difference who is in power.'
Whet, 'Ministers have all addressed the council,
detailing only some of the activities of the
Government, and have pointed out benefits
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which ivorkeis have received from legislative
and administrative actions, there will be a
complete answer to thoem who are too apatlh-
etic even to inquire what has been done.''

The Minister for Railways: What is wrong
with that?

Mr. Davy: You say now the court did it,
but there you told them that you did it.

The Minister for Mines: Do you approve
of those increases or not?

Mr. MANN: I do not approve of Minis-
ters giving increases with a view to collect-
ing votes.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, vote catching.
Mr. MANN: That is the way the Mininter

put it to the union. He put it to them that
because he bad given these increases they'
were bound to vote for the Government.

Mr. Davy: And now lie says that the court
gave them.

The Minister for Railways: You are doing,
me a great service in repeating that state-
merit. It is propaganda work.

Mr. Davy: But you say the court did it!I
The Minister for Railwvays: And we cre-

ated the court that did it. You helped to
pass the Bill that contained the basic wage
provision that enabled it to be done!

Air. Davy: Nonsense!
The Minister for Mines: Wlhy dispute it?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MIANN: If the Minister thinks he i.

justified in doing that sort of thing, an!
canvassing for votes, I will let it go at that.

The Minister for Mines: Will you say
whether or not you approve of the increases?

Mir. MANN: That is not the point.
Mr. Panton: It is a big poiint in the en-

velopes on pay day.
The Minister for Works: The reason wiiy

you will not answer the question is that you
are afraid you will lose some votes.

Mr. MANN: I have placed the facts !a-
fore the public and the electors can judge
for themselves.

Mr. Marshall: You will want all the as-
sistance you can get when the elections come
round.

lion. G. Taylor: You sat in silence lest
m-11' when the member for East Perth was
tuning you up.

The Mlinister for Mines: He is like you;
hie ig in the same camp!

Mr. MANN: There is another mnatter I
desire to bring under the notice of the Gov-
ernment because it affects a part of the State
where, as in other parts as well, they :are
sonmewhat out of favour. Here is a i) tir

s!,awng some trucks loaded with wheat aind
under it is printed the following: "God biess
Jimmy Mitchell! Look out for the next 0ee
tion!

Mir. A. Wansbrough: Is that in the South-
West?

Air. MANN: No, at Bullfinch.

Mr. Panton: Will you be able to get the
photograph in "Hansard"?

Mr. MANN: Having ventilated these
points, I hope Ministers will see to it that
ther, are no recurrences.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCalluni-South Fremantle) [8.35)]: 1
do not propose to detain the House very
long. Althoug-h this is the third Address-in-
reply to he debated since the present Gov-
erment have been in office, .1 have soughb,
in vain to dissect from the speeches delivered
by members sitting in opposition, any cause
'for complaint against the Administration.
With the exception of one point, I could not
find anything that called for an answer. In-
deed, members opposite have been generous
in that each one has complimented the Go'-
eriment upon having done something in his
electorate. We are thus able to showv some-
thing accomplished in every constituency re-
presented by our political opponents. One
wvould have thought that, seeing the present
is the lust session before the general elec-
tions, nmhmers opposite would have en-
deavoured to put up the best ease possible
against the Government. In the flial analysis
it is clear that their best endeavours resolve
themselves into a, series of compliments to
the Governmnent. The one point affecting- my
department that has been adversely criticised
eoncerns the establishment of a State Insur-
inee Department to deal with the question of
workers' compensation. The member for
Wcst Perth (Mr. Davy) was deputed to state
the ease in opposition to that step. Even he
does not altogether object to w'hat has been
done; his was a qualified objection. His first
point wvas that the power given to the Min-
ister under the Workers' Compensation Act
to approve of insurance companies before
they could do business under that Act, was
interpreted by the Government as giving the
Mlinister power to exercise scime control over
flhp rates to be charged by the companies do-
iuv business under the Act. The member for
WVest Perth held that that was wrong. He
claimed that the right of approval to the
Mlinister was intended only to enable the
Mlinister to ascertain whether the companies
were financially soon(!. Ile asserted that if
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the pesitioa of a companyv was sound, Min-
isterial approval should follow automatic-
allyN. It that was in the mind of the hon.
member when he approved of that provision
in time Act, I suggest to him that it would
simply mfean: handing over the whole of the
kolrlullitv to the mnercies of the insurance
couipaniez. We provided that insurance was
to be compulsory. Everyone who bad risks
uinder the Act was compelled to insure. Could
it be argued that the position the Government
wecre to take uip wvas that we were to say to
tile minpanies: "Hiere is the wvhole field. We
ale diving the people to you to do busi-
ne.ss and you can charge what you like. There
is to he no control exercised over the terms
and conditions that you may jay down.''

Mr. Davy: Everyone is compelled to buy
bread! We are in the hands of the bakers!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every-
one is not compelled to buy bread and there
arec many people who do not buyv any from
one year's end to the other.

Mr. Davy: I doa not think so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
inust know there are many such people. Can
IL tue arg-ted that Parliament wvould be look-
ing after tile interests of the community as
at whole if they gave such a right to the in-
surance companies? If that is the view of
Lte ieniber for WVest Perth, 1 look upon it in
a totally differenit light. Parliament, I con-
tend, placed the responsibility upon me of
seeing that the interests of the community
were properly safeguarded. f was not iii-
dined to allow the insurance companies to do
Ibusiness aid specify wvhat ternms they chose,
seeing that the business of insuranlce under
the Workers' Compensation Act had been
maode compulsory. Mfy attitude led to a con-
ference with the insurance companies at which
an a:mreemnent was made that, in view of the
increased liabilities provided under the Act,
the rates were to be increased by 25 per cent.
At the end of 12 months the whole of the
accounts of the companies were to be open
for invcst ira Lion by the Government Actu-
ary. If that officer thought that the rates
prox ired wvere too high or too lowv, he had the
righdt to say whether they should be decreased
or increased. The right of appeal to the
Auditor General was also provided.

Mr. 1javy: What rates did you look into?
Did you look into all the covers under the
Workers' Compensation Act?

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The hou. member must know that that has
been the practice for many years past. All

that information is supplied now to the Qov-
ernientc Actuary.

Mr. Davy: Do you say you exercised
supervision over all the covers under the
Workers' Compensation Act or merely those
representing the miners' risks?

T~he M1 .\ISTElt FORl WORKS: The
whole of the covers under the Workers'
Compensation Act.

Mr. Davy: You say you investigated them
allt

'Ihe MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course 'ye did. We spent a number of even-
ings in conference and the Government Ac-
uair carried out the investigation.

Mr. Davy: Did you investigate the pos-
Lon regarding domestic servants' risks, gar-
deners' risks and so on?

The .1dINLSTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
floes the hon. member not know that nl such
into, niation has been in the possession of the
(Jovernment Actuary's office, since it has
Leen csta~ished?

Mr. Davy: You agreed upon everything
regarding the risks under the Workers' Comn-
lpensatioln Act.

The 11iNISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Davy: Everything was satisfactory,

a part fromn miners' risks.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : To

wvhom I
Mr. Davy: To you.
The MV!INISTER FOR WORKS: -The

companies wvould not accept risks for innes
phithisis.

Mr. Da%v: Were all the other provisions
satisfactoru'?

The MNINISTER FOR WORKS: I (10 not
say that.

Ali. lDavy: But you approved, neverthe-
less.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, for
12 mnon ths.

The Minister for Lands: That was oe-
fore the M1iners' Phthisis Act was proclaimed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Or
course it ivas; the member for West Perth
knows that 'cry well. The agrreemnent be-
tween the Government and the companies
wvas that the provisions tinder that Act wvould
not be proclaimed until such time as the
companies were given at least a month's
notLice, enablineg tlienm to have at further con-
ference if it was so desired. The mnemrber for
WVest Perth says Ihat wvhen the insurance
compainies declined to do business regarding
miners' diseases, if the Government had
arranged to take the risk for the mining
companies, he would have raised no objec-
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tion. This means that he does not really
object to State insurance.

Mr. Davy: Yes, I do.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If I

intefpret the contention of the hion. meni-
her correctly, he asserted that if the Gov-
erment bad given the mining companies
the right to insure *with the State Insu--
ance Department the risks that the comn-
panties refused to take, he would not have
raised any objection.

Mr. Davy: Well, you do not interpret
my viewvs properly.

The MUIJSTFSR FOR WORKS: If that
be so, how does the member for West Perth
view the position of the taxpayers as a
whole? That is an obligation imposed
upon us when dealing wvith the insurance
companies. It is suggested that we shoul
limit our cover to that section which the
companies declined to accept. . In othier
wvords, the hon. member was willing for the
State to accept the unprofitable business,
leaving the profitable business to the out-
side insurance companies.

Mr. Davy' : I say there is no branch of
the insurance business that has any right
to be unprofitable.

The MINISTER FOR WORKIS : Wh~at
will thev people think if they are asked by,
their Parliamntary representatives to
carry such of the obligations imposed by
Parliament under the Act as are unprofit-
able, allowing the private companies to
enjoy thme profitable business? Is that the
attitude that any public man should take
uip oil behalf of the people? Are we to
tolerate that sort of thing? Are Ministers,
who are sworn to look after the interests
of the people, to allow that sort of thing
to obtain? 9 f that is the view the member
for W~est Perth takes, I can assure him
that we view our responsibilities in a way
very different from that in which be re-
gards them. Now we come to the point
whbere the companies, after many confer-
enices both here and in Melbourne, declined
to do business at all. We then had re-
course to the alternatives that have been
outlined in the Press and that the member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy) read to the
House. The complaint is that we have
started another trading concern, and that
it is contraryv to the lawv of the land because
Parliamentary approval should first have
been obtained. Parliament passed an Act
making it compulsory to insure. The in-
surance companies declined to do the busi-

ness. Bad we said we would not give the
ini in companies the means to insure, but

stood off and let those companies took after
themselves, what would have been said
about us? !it would hanve been said we hail
failed in Our duty.

Mr. Parton: And the charge would havw.
been justified.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: All we
have done in starting State insurance has
been to give effect to the decision of Par-
lament.

The Minister for Lands : The mines
would have had to close down.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so. It would have beer, tantamount l'*
admitting that, not Parliament, but the
insutrance Comnpan ies, should rule the State;
that they, instead of those charged with
governing the country, were g-oing to decide
whbether that section of the Workers' Coan-
peiisation Act wvas to be made the law of
tme land. That wvas the distinct challenge.
We have decided that the constituted
authority shall be the one to interpret the
decision of Parliament. All we have done
hass been to ive effect to the decision of
Parliament. Parliament said there must
be insurance; and when the insurance com-
panies refused to function, we would ban'e
been lacking in our ditty had we not given
the mining companies the means of doing-
their insurance. Even the insurance com-
panies themselves did not object to State
insurance, so long as we employed their
organisation. They proposed to me that
the Government should take the risk but
use the insurance companies' organisation
and pay' them a small profit for it. So they
had no objection to State insurance. What
they did object to was that we should set
tip all organisation of our own. I do not
think any man with any idea whatever of
his responsibility' to the country could
have accepted a proposition such as the
companies put uip. Even the member for
West Perth does not object entirely' to
State insurance. He qualifies his objection.
The insurance companies themselves actu-
ally, suggested that we should start State
insurance, so long as we used their
org'anisatiion.

Mr. Davy: I would ndit have objected to.
your adopting a temporary expedient pend-
ing the meeting of Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: That is
all we have done. We have merely made
provisional arrangements until we can ask
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Parliament to approve, which will be done
at the first possible opportunity.

Mr. Stubbs: And if Parliament does not
approve?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We will
then consider the position. Parliament will
be given clearly to understand what the
position is when the Bill is introduced.

Hon. G. Taylor: A row with another
place!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
point has been raised that the insurance
companies were not given a fair deal, that
they were not supplied with the figures dis-
closed by the medical examination of the
in ners.

Mr. Davy: That point was -not raised
by me.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : You
said the companies had complained.

Mr. Davy: I merely said that they said
one thing and that you said another. I
did not go into the question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, butl
you mentioned it. This is the position:
after the first conference, when we had
agreed on the risk, outside of the miners'
diseases, each side undertook to collect all
available information with a view to
arriving at an equitable figure for the
premium for miners' diseases. The com-
panies said they would collect all the data
they could get, and I, on behalf of the
Government, undertook to (10 the same. We
appointed a committee consisting- of the
Covernment Actuary and the Under Seere-
tnrv for M.%ines, and we asked the Corn-
missioner of State Insurance in Queensland
to nominate anl officer to come over here and
assist. So we did our part of the baurgain,
but the insurance companies, as far as I
know, did not lift a finger to obtain in-
formation. While I have done my part, they
have done nothing. Nowv they complain that
they should have bad a seat on the commit-
tee appointed by the Government. It was
never previously suggested to me that they
desired a representative on that committee.
If they had put forward such a request, no
doubt it would have been agreed to. I had
no idea that they were not making their own
investigations to get the data necessary to
arrive at a reasonable figure. It was no)t
until our investigations were concluded, the
report of the committee in hand and negotia-
tions broken off with the companies in re-
spect of miners' diseases, that the companies
declared they should have had a represen-

tative on that committee. Let me say that
thle medical examination of the miners had
nothing whatever to do with workers' com-
pensation.. It was by the merest accident that
the examination was taking- place just at the
time that the Workers' Compensation Act
was coming iato force. The Miners' Phthisis
Act, under which the medical examination
was held, was passed years before we came
into office. As it chances it was delayed in
its operation, and the medical examination
was being completed just at the time these
negotiations were in progress. So the medi-
cal examinations had nothing to do with the
Workers' Compensation Act at all. If there
had been no medical examinations, no '.%il-
es' Phthisis Act, in what position would the
insurance companies have been? They had
no right to the figures disclosed by the medi-
cal examinations. As a matter of fact, under
the law it is incumbent on the Minister for
Mines that he shall treat that information as
confidential.

Mr. Davy: Yes, information about the
individual.

The MINISTER FOR~ WORKS: The
two Acts were entirely separate and unre-
lated, and the insurance companies have put
up their argument on that point merely be-
cause they think it helps them.

Mr. Davy: Could they have obtained the
infor 'mation themselves? Could they have
gone into the mines and carried out medical
examinations?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
undertook to get all the information wre
could, and they undertook to do the same.

Mr. Davy: is it suggested that they had
half the facilities that were available to you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Mr. Davy: Well, what objection was there

to your giving them all the information you
had?7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As a
matter of fact they had the whole of the
committee's report in detail the day after I
received it. It was certain other informa-
tion that we held we were not justified in
giving out, information that the Minister
for Mines is charged by the law to reg-ard
as confidential.

Mr. Davy: Is he forbidden by the law to
publish the results of the examinations?
You complain that the companies refuse-i fo
carry out a certain undertaking, yet you
admit you did not give them all the infor-
mation that you bad. Why?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I gave
them all the information given to the Gov-
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erment by the committee. I furnished the
committee's report, all the statistics, every
delail the committee presented to the Gov-
ernmient, together with the reasons wvhy they
had arrived at a certain figure. The insur-
ance companies complained that we had en-
tered the field of workers' compensation in-
surance outside of miners' diseases. Here is
a point they have 'been silent upon: they
sent out to their clients notices that they
were getting out of the business altogether.
They issued notices to local authorities, to
business people and generally throughout the
country that they were withdrawing from
the field of workers' compensation insurance.
I "-as rung tip from all over the city the
next day and asked if we were making pro-
vision to cover by insurance the peopl
affected. Everybody was inquiring as soon
as those notices went out from the insur-
ance companies.

Mr. Davy: Did they scud 'you one? I
suppose you carry a workers' compensation
policy!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, I
do not.

Mr. Latham: They did not send those
notices to road boards.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
they did; to quite a number of road boards.
The Subiaco Municipal Council spoke to my
office the first thing next morning. The
notices were seat all around. Afterwards,
when they got legal advice, the companies
withdrew the notices.

Mr. Davy: That was after you had cut
them out of the business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS': The
lion. member said in the House that it was
palpable to the merest novice that they
could not be cut out.

Mr. Davy: Were their notices out before
you withdrew your approval?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
Iwas rung, up and asked to give the cover

I was not in a position to give it.
Mr. Davy: But was that before you with-

drew your approval?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do

not know, but that Ias nothing to do wvith
it. They gave notice that they were going
to decline to do business.

Mr. Latham: After they received your
ultimatum.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Ict does not say the Minister shall give ap-
proval to companies to do part of the busi-
ness. It does not say the Minister shall ap-

prove of their taking the fat and leavinig the
lean for somebody else. It prescribes that
the Minister shall approve of companies to
do business under the Act, not merely a part
of the business. The companies want to do
certain business and leave the rest. I am
not prepared to let them do that, and I do
not think the people would agree to carry
the big obligation under insurance while the
companies picked the eyes out of the busi-
ness and declined to accept the obligation
that Parliament said they should accept.

Air. Davy: There are-some compianies that
never took a mining- risk.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
different under this Act; tliis is compulsory
insurance.

Afr. Davy: It is exactly the same; they
do not cater for that class of business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was only one alternative to setting up busi-
ness for themselves and that was to let the
Act remain a dead letter and throwv the
miners to the wolves. We were to sa 'y to
the miners, "No matter wvhat Parliament
said youl are entitled to, because the insur-
ance companies will not cover you, you must
go to tbe wolves. You are not going to get
the benefit Parliament said you should have
because the companies will not do the busi-
ness." Are the companies to be the over-
lords, to rule the country, to den.i. the
affected miners w~hat they are entitled to?
Are we to be dictated to and controlled by
the insurance companies?

Mr. Davy: They bad no power to do such
a thing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Bitt they
did it.

Mr. Davy: They could not do it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At-cord-

ing to the lion, member's advice, wve lied rio

right to engage in this business. If we had
not entered the business the companies
wvould have ruled; and the minlers would not
have received what Parliament said they
were entitled to have.

Mr. Dav 'y: Why?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Because

the hion. member's advice wvould have been
followed.

Mr. Davy: What has insurance to di, with
compensation?

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: The
companies were not prepared to carl-v the
risk.

Mr. Lathamn: Have you any idea what it
is going to cost the State?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No mat-
ter what it costs, those men are going to hove
what Parliament said they were entitled to.

Mr. Latham: As a business proposition,
yon ought to know what it is going to cost.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not mind what it costs; the miners are going
to get what Parliament said they should
have.

Mr. Davy: And what about the com-
munity?7

The AUIKSTER FOR WORKS: The in-
surance companies are not going to rule this
country; neither are they going to be the
overlords of Parliament. If they will not
submit to Parliament, they will not be in
the husiness.

Mr. Latham: You should tell the people
wvhat it is going to cost.

Mr. Heron: Oh, keep cool!

The MIISTER FOR WORKS: N~o

member of this House objected to 'the pro-
visions applying to miners. They have been
agreed to by both Houses. Parliament hav-
ing agreed that the miners were entitled to
the condition., set out in the Act, the
Government have adopted the only' policy
possible to give the miners what Parliament
said they should have. The only other point
has regard to the letter sent out from the
Government Actuary to the different busi-
ness firms. Objection has been taken to the
letter because it came from a Government
department. It is admitted that similar
letters are sent out by commercial firmis
every day in the week, that insurance com-
panies do it regularly. But because this
went from a Gov'ernmnent department, it is
considered to be all wrong. On the other
hand, Government departments are often ac-
cused of not adopting business methods. It
laq been said that if Government depart-
inents would only follow the ordinary com-
mercial lines, those departments would be
much more effiient. All that has been done
is to follow ordinary business lines, to do
wvhat the companies do every (lay, what the
commercial houses do every day- There is
nothing wrong with it.

Mr. Davy: That depends upon the point
of view.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
the member for West Perth say' s we have
made a miess of workers' compensation and
of the insurance of miners particularly, my
reply is there is no mess and he need have
no qualms. Everything is working smoothly.
The Government have carried out the whole
of the obligations and will stand up to them.

We have taken out of the mines all the In
suffering- from tuberculosis; the men wrho
now go below are not in danger of having
germs coughed out amongst them, and the
underground wvorkings will no longer be
breeding grounds for disease. We accep~t
the ohligations that the Miners' Phthisis
Act places upon ns. On the other hand,
the men whom the medical examination dis-
closed as having the disease in its early
stages have been warned that it is advisable
in the interests of their health to get out of
the mines. Every one of those men has been
offered an inducement by the Government to
leave the mines. We have offered such men
either settlement on the land or some job.
We have not asked them to go out into a
cold world and start the battle again from
the beginning.' We are offering them an in-
ducemient to leave the mines, because the
doctors have advised them in the great ma-
jority of cases that if they will now come
into the open air, though it may' be impos-
sible to cure them, the disease can be ar-
rested, and their lives will be prolonged for
many years.

Mr. Latham: It is the right thing to do.
Hon. G. Taylor: There are more of those

than of the others.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

five to one. Thus we are giving them a
fighting chance for their lives. We cannot
force those men, out of the mines. We can
only invite them to leave and give them some
opportunity to provide for themselves. The
whole thing is working smoothly. No mess
has been wade of it. The onl 'y flyv in the
ointment was the insurance companies' de-
clining to do the business.

Mr. Latham: What about cancelling that
approval of' yours?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Does
the hon. member think I would be justified
in approving of the insurance companies
doing one section of the business only, tak-
ing the profitable part and refusing the
risky part?

Mr. Davy: That is the whole point. You
are making the non-mining employer bear
fart of the burden.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
glad the hon. member has reminded me of
that because I remember he made that state-
ment in his speech and it is entirely wrong.

Mr. Davy: It is not.
The mINIsTER FOR WORKS: It is

wrong. because, wvith the miners' diseases in-
surance in the State office, there is no addi-
tional charge for the other risks.
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'Mr. Davy: But you wanted the insurance
companies to take on an unprofitable busi-
ness.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wanted
the companies to shoulder the obligation Par-
liamnent said they should take.

Mr. Davy: If you made them take unpro-
fitable business, the profitable business
would have to carry the unprofitable part.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member is going to argue that the Act
is to be cut up, that one risk is to be sep-
arated from another and that the companies
shall not accept the obligations of the Act
as a whole, but may take the profitable and
discard the unprofitable -

Air. Davy: That is not the ease at all.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Parlia-

ment passed the Act, and it was not for the
companies to dissect it or to say they would
do as they liked.

Mr. Davy: That is not the point.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is the
point. There is no hope of the hon. memt-
her and I agreeing. He knows my views.
I considered the question from the stand-
point of the people's interests. That is what
T in my office am charged to do. It is not
may duty to consider the interests of a com-
pany or of a handful of men. Having pre-
served the interests of the people, the Gov-
ernmient arc quite satisfied with what they
have done. That is the whole answer to the
argumient raised against the Government's
embarking upon State insurance. Let me now
refer for a moment to the contenticn or the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) that
the defeat of Mr. T. Moore, MN.L.C. for Cen-
tral Province, was due to the rural workers'
log that the A.W.U. had served on some of
the farmers. I believe that log has been
served under the Commonwealth Arbitration
Act and that it applies throughout Austra-
lia. Now that Mr. Moore has been defeated,
I should like to know what the member for
Toodyay and his friends propose to do.
They represented to the farmers that the
Labour movement was responsible for the
log, that consequently they should vote
against Mvr. Moore, and that if they did so
everything would be well. Now that Mr.
Moore has been defeated what is the member
for Toodysy and his friends going to do0
about that log? Can the successful candi-
date save the farmers from that log?

Mr. Latham: Politicians have nothing to
do with the log.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course not, but the miember for Toodyny
admitted that that was the reason why Mr.
Moore was defeated. He and others wvent
through the country telling the farmers to
vote tiot for Mr. Mfoore but for his opponent,
thus deceiving the farmers. 'It is op to the
farmers to ask those men what they propose
to do now. The farmers have followed their
advice, Mr. Mloore has been defeated, and
they should now call upon AMr. Kempton,
MJJ.C., and the member for Toodyay and
the others- to give effect to their statements
and say what they intend to do.

Mr. Heron: They asked the farmers
whether they would vote for Moore and the
rural workes' log or for Kempton and cheap
farmi labour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
amuising to hear the claimi of Country Party
Mmbers that they are the only ones wrho
understand or have any interest in or look
after the men on the laud. Out of six mem-
bers of the Country Party in this House,
there are only two farmers, and while they
are constantly twitting the Labour movement
with being opponents of the farmers, 1 make
a sporting offer that members of the Labour
Party can show a greater acreage under crop
than can members of the Country Party.

Mr. Brown: But we number only six.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.

member and his friend argue that we do not
understand the men on the land and have
no interest in them, but I am satisfied that
Labour membhers in this H-ouse have a greater
area under crop than have members of the
Country Party, and probably know more
about the business.

Mr. Davy: Have you land under cropI
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and

probably nearly as much as has any member
of the Country Party.

Mr. Davy: Then I suppose you will be
able to vote! for the Upper House at the next
elections.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
SO.

Mr. Davy: And get on the special jury
list.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS -I may
even qualify for that.

The Minister for Lands: While in Parhia-
meat he is exemipt fromn serving on a jury.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: An at-
teunlpt has beeni marie-with the idea, I be-
lieve, of influencing votes in the country,
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pa PtieulInr~v in the agricultural areas-to
fasten on the trade unions the responsibility
for McKay's Sunshine harvester firmi not
starting works in Western Australia. T he
menmber for Toodyay argued that because the
unions would not aceplt piecework, McKay's
would not establish works here.

Mr. Heron: The member for IKatanning
had most to say about that.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The peo-
ple should know that regardless of what 'Me-
Kay says or "hat the trade unions say,
and[ regardless of whether one wants piec
work andt the other does ,ict Parliament has
set 01) a tribunal upon whose decision that
question depends. It is the court that deter-
inijues whether there shall hie piecework,
and not [he trade unions or Mr. McKay.
lit a letter to the Press, addressed to the
union, '.It. McKay states that uinder the
Shops and Factories Act of Victoria piece-
work is p~ermiitted. Under the Arbitration
Act in this State Piecework is permitted,
and] is worked. It is argued that the trade
unfions of this State are opposed to piece-
work. Practically every boot and garment
produiedl in this State is made under piec-
work, and to-day wre are exporting'clotlhing
to the other States. Every newtspaper i n
the State is Set tip under piecework. A
preat deal of railwavy Construction is done
under that system. Neairly all the sleepers
are produced tinder itA g-reat deal of
clearing and hauling in the country, and
a lot of road construction, is done unjder
piecework. AUl shearing is done under the
same system. Despite this, it was put for-
ward seriously that the trade unlions in this
State have set themselves against piece-
work. There are sections of work in which
piecework is neither economical nor suit-
;able. The placea to argue that, however, is
in the Arbitration Court. If Mr. McKway
has faith in his case, and can show that Is

work can be suitably carried out onder
pieework, that the men on the jgb wvill
et as good wages and conditions, or

helter, than under day work, the only'
logical thing for him to do is to go to the
Eouit and produce his evidence, and there

w-ill not he much doubt about the decision
A the coort.

B-on. G. Tayvlor: Did he not merely want
an assurance from the Trades Hall that h-
,'ould he allowed to conduct his business
Ncr,' on the same basis as it is conducted
in] the other Stiates?

The AUiSE FOR WORKS: What
impudence! It hi. not for trade unions to
say how a business shall be carried on.

Mr. Davy: If the trade unions agree,
will the Arbitration Court interfere! If
they agree, they merely register the agree-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
discussing a case in which there is a dis-
ararcement.

becauseavy: You say they could not agree
bcuethe Arbitration Court is there to

fix the matter.
Ithe MINISTER FOR WORKS: What

nonsiense! 1 did not say that.
Mr. Davy: I understood you to say so.
Mr. Latham: It sounded like it.
The MNINISTER FOR WORKS: I cited

a case in which there is a disagreemient.
Mr. McKay tried to make the public believe
that because the trade unions would not
see eye to eye with him, he was unable to
start his business here. That is all non-
sense.

lIon. GA. Taylor: Hie cannot go to the
court until he has started the work.

The INISTER FOR WORKS: He has
had men employed in the State for years.

Mr. Latham: Only in assembling.
Tlie MINISTER FOR WORKS : He

does not require to wait until men are em-
ployed in manufacturing before applying
to the court. When an award is given it is
made a common rule. The only trouble
with him, is that at present there is an.
award covering that class of work, and this
is in operation at Purser & Co.'s works and
at the Stale Implement Works. The court
has given its decision, and the award must
be operated until it expires. When it ex-
pires 'Mr. McKay will have an opportunity
of gettingl it altered.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is it made a common
rule?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every
award is made a common rule. We are most
anxious to see these industries started. To
say' that unions, when it can be shown that
better wvages and conditions are ailabl
under a certain system, will refuse to work
under that system, amounts to accusing-
unionists of not possessing ordinary intelli-
gence. In many e ases there is an objection
to piecework, and to certain systems that
the employers would like to have in force.
The member for Toodyny (Nfr. Lindsay)
for one whole afternoon was with Mr. IMeKnr
at the Sunshine works. He spoke to the
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foreman and has now solved the whotle
problem. Numbers of men who are work-
ing in the trades have negotiated with em-
ployers, men in England and other coun-
tries who are engaged in big enterprises
and employ hundreds of thousands of men
-all are puzzled as to howv to solve the
problem. Unfortunately they have not the
giant intellect of the member for Toodyay,
who in one afternoon was able to find a
solution for it.

Alr. George: And he had luncheon there,
too.

TVhe MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
We remember reading the report of the
Commission that Lord Moseley sent
from England to America. He selected at
number of trade unionists fromt the keyv
industries and sent them to America to
examine the conditions tinder which the
men work, particularly tlie piecework sys-
tem, the limitation of output, and the train-
ing of appIrentices, and p)aid the whole of
the expenses himself. Each delegate
Fbniitted lhis report and discussed the

v hole situation most keenly. Every man
put forwvard his reasons for coining to his
conclusion. Some agreed with what they
had found, and others disagreed. I have
just finished reading the report of the Coin-
mission that the "Daily Mail" sent over to
America. They appointed a trade unito
leader to select eighlt trade unionists fromt
the engineering trade to examine the shops
in Amierica, to report on the output and to
inquire into the whole situation, and they
paid the whole of the expenses. It is g-ener-
ally agreed by the Coummission that if the
employers of Great Britain would treat
their men in the same way as the employers
in America do, there wvould not be much
objection to the system that is followed in
America bein2r inivtroduced into England.
They all agree that the difference betweeni
the two countries is that in G reat Britain
the moment a man on piecework makes bi-
w-ages, his rate is cut. In America em-
ployers do not car-e how much a man makes,
even up to £C20 or £30 a week, if they get
the return. The American employers do
not place piecework employees and day
workers side by side, a~s they do here
and in Enstland. so that one shall
speed up the other. The pieceworker
knowrs that he gets the full results of his
labour, hut the day worker knows that he
receives only so much a day. One man is
made to race the other, and thec other man is

called to account if lie cannot keep up with
the pieceworker. That is largely the cause of
the trade unions' objections to the system.

Mr. Uclorge: They have any amount of
trouble to-day with their industries in
America.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
dustries there, particularly engineering
are very prosperous. A system is in exist-
ence under which a man has to account for
every minute of the eight hours. He has to
make out a docket and charge it up to the
joh. I have worked under that system. A
'nan only receives a weekly wage, no matter
how hard lie works. Occasionally a trades-

ni in av nav'e a run of good luck. His
machine may be in perfect working order,
the weather ay be good, and he may get
his wvork done very quickly. Sonie nionins
latter lie mnay have the same job to do again,
but his luck will be against him. The time lie
takes to turn out the second job is compared
with the time taken on the first occasion. If
lie. caiinut get at clean run he may not finishi
the job in theL same time, and is called upon
for anu explanation.

NI r. (eonre : Quite rig.-.
The MINISTER t'OR WORKS TIhis

naturally means that wvhen a man gets a good
run hie his to see to it that the time he puts
down for the job is the time he can turn it
out at uinder normal conditions, so that oii
the next occasion lie wvill have something up
his sleeve. That all tends to reduce the out-
put. I have often sat A round table con-
ferences with employers in an endeavour to
solve this problem, and I. have spent many
weeks and years in studyving it. We
arei still far from 'arriving at any agree
nient concerning it.

Hon. 0.G Taylor: You did not have lunch
in a motor car.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Gay-
,-rnment and every section of the Labour
movement are anxious to encourage local in-
diii ries. We will do all we can to induce new
capital to conic here for industrial purposes
so fihat wve may- keep [lie money here. I w~el-
come the proposal of the Prime Minister that
a visit to America should be paid by indus-
Iranlists fromni Austral in, who would eaumne
the conditions there. I see this is not agreed
to in moaiy union qunrters buiit I hope that
trade union., throughout Australia will ne-
cet the suggtest ion and encourage this in-
quiry. We only wvant the truth and the facts-
We want to build up our- industries and
createa thrivinir secondary industries as well
as primary industries, in order to provide
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work for our own people. If America can
teach us anything we should not be too
proud to learn from it. Some of our people
are siying that because the fPrimp '[inister
has asked them to nominate more representa-
Lives than will be selected, they should nom-
inate only the actual number required to be
sent. So long as a choice is mnade from those
who are nominated, it will be quite all right.
T'he Government must have some range of
choice. It would nlever do to take all the
rep~resentatives from one industry.

M1r. Lathanm: Or from one State.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: More

men must be nominated than can he selected.
Mfen from the different industries must be
selected in order to give a decent range of
inquiry, and ensure that the persons mak-
ing the inquiry have the necessary knowv-
ledge. If the inquiry is made, I hope those
who make it will do so with an openi mind,
determined only to get at the truth with the
idea of doing something good and something
permanent in the way of developing Austra-
lian industry, If the inquiry is entered into
in that spirit, it should lead to substantial
results for the Comumonwvealth. The member
tor Perth (',%r. Mann) has said that uneni-
ploynient has increased since this Govern-
ment came into office. That is not so. If it
were true, I would point out that during the
last 11 months of this year, no fewer than
1,400 foreigners have come into the State.
They have all found employment. They are
in the country displacing our own men.

N\Jr. Latham: Our people will not stay
there.

The M1IN1STflR FOR WORKS: They are
,asking for lower wages than our men would
take.

Air. Latham: 1 do not think that is right.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are

being employed largely by' their own rountry-
men on contract, and are working for lower
wages, probably two or three of them being
in receipt ot wthat one Australian worker
would require.

Alr. Latham: -The farmers are all paying
Ihe same rate.

Mr. George: Are they able to speak
Eng-lisb ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Many
of them cannot do so.

_1r. George: You do not know the wages
they receive.

The M1XJUSTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not find out. There are twice as many of
these foreigners as there are unemployed in

(17]

Perth. The member for Perth also said that
the Government should push on w;ith a de-
velolpnent policy' instead of employing men
on casual work. and that this would over-
conic the whbole difficulty. It is strange he
should ,ayv that whien there is a record acre-
age under crop, more country developed
and inore work oni broad acres than
ever before, and when the Government have
scee. in operation and in course of pre-
p~aration tor the development of thme State, as
lie well knows, and for the development of
pr~imfary induisties, such as no other Gov-
ernment has ever taken on, but which we are
able to bring down to a solid basis. Had we
not been oblired to wait for the C'omnmon-
wealth and Tlnlperial. authoriLiet to give us
the nect.,ary approval all these schemes
wvould have been put into operation long ago.
They have been in the hands of the Common-
wealth Government since the early part of
this year. I myself took the detailed plans
and specifications over to 'Melbourne on the
13th January, and they have been lodged
with the Federal Minister there ever since.
It is no fault of this Government that the
work has not heen put in hand long ago,
nor is it any fault of this Government that
those 1,400 foreigners have been admitted to
Western Australia. It has been frequently
suggested that the best index of the progress
of a country is to be found in the savings
bank figures. I will take the figures for the
years that hav-e been referred to. The num-
ber of accounts opened wvith the State Sav-
ing s flank during the year 1922-23 wvas
17,871; for the year 1925-26 the number was
22.587. The total number of accounts in
the State Savings Bank for the year 1922-23
was 147,059; for the year 1025-26 the num-
ber was 167,063. The amount standing to
the credit of depositors in the State Savings
Bank for 1922-23 was £5),866,286; for the
year 19253-26 it was £6,346,713. Deposits in
the cheque-paying banks for 1923 totalled
£12,674,418; for the year 192.5 the total was
£14,524,321. In, the Commonwealth Savings
Bank the deposits for 1022-23 amounted to
£2,099,187; at the end of March last the
deposits stood at £2,417,383. There is the
true index, as we are frequently told, of the
real prosperity of the State. The ideal
alluded to by the member for Pertb (IMlr.
Mann) of building workers' homes in the
country engaged the attention of the pre-
vious Government, and the same policy has
been continued by the present Government.
Every application for a worker's home in
the country has been grantped, and such ap-
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Plications will continue to be granted.
Therefore the Government do not need a
lecture from the member for Perth on that
point.

Mr. Latharn: It takes a long time to get
an application through.

Tihe Minister for Lands: No. The board
are very good.

Mr. Latham: I am not saying that it is
the fault of the lboard.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For a
time tile board were handicapped by want
of capital. When they were short of capi-
tal, however, the whole of the mney av-ail-
able went into the country and there was
nothing for the metropolitan area. During
recent months the board have had a little
capital to spare, and have been able to grant
a few metropolitan application.%. I simply
rose to make these points, especially with
*regard to complaints affecting the depart-
ments; under may control. Wve agree that
members opposite have been most generous
in their references to the Government, and
we appreciate those references very much.
I am sure all of us aire imibued with the be-
lief that the State is progressing "-eli.
Everybody seems to admit that thingsp are
going- on well. The finances are sound, de-
velopment is good, and progress is solid;
and therefore it should not be a question of
plnyil ins and outs, as we are often accused
of doing. Let us give credit where credit is
due; and if the Government are doing their
job, let the people know.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) (9.35]: It is not
often I address the House, and the few re-
marks I shall offer this evening are not in-
tended to be critical of the actions of the
Government. As regards my own electorate
especiall 'y, I have no grievance whatever to
ventilate. Only a fewv months ago the Iia-
ister for Works paid my.) district the compli-
ment of a visit in connection with the open-
ing of the railway from Lake Grace to New-
degate.

Mr. Brown: WVhich ought never to have
been built.

Mr. STUBBlS: That interjection showvs
how much the lion, member knows of the
subject. I can inform him that during the
next harvest that railway will carry at least
100,000 bags of wheat. If any member can
tell me of another district -which in the short
space of two or three years has developed
sufficiently to produce a harvest of 100,000
bags, I have yet to learn my agrieultural
alphabet.

Mr. Latham: Surely the farmers there are
entitled to a railway.

Mr. Brown: Yes, but it should have been
built from another place.

Mr. STUBBS: The hion. member knows
nothing about the matter. I am referring
to the agricultural districts because it is

pitiable to go into the Lands Department.
as I do almost daily, and see the number of
men standing at the counter endeavouring
bat ulnable to get land. We are told that in
the Eastern States land values have been
bocomed hugely. The people there will wvake
up after the first drought, when, they find
themselves unable to meet their eng-agements
in respect of land, much of it mallee, for
which they have paid up to £25 per acre.
They wvould have done much better to invest
their capital in unalienated Crown lands of
this State which can grow enormous quan-
tities of wheat-twice as touch wvheat as
Western Australia produces at the present
time.

The Minister for Lands: lBut railwvays
must be built to get to those lands.

Mr. STUBBS: I am coming to that point.
In conjunction with the member for Yilgarn
(Mr. Corboy) I have arranged a trip to an
agricultural area, and I hope that all mew-
hers with the time to spare will join in that
trip. The Party will consist principally of
farmners who have assured me that 30 miles
clue east of Newdegate the-re is a vast tract
of unalienated Crown lands the quality of
which is excellent. I hIye never yet visited
that district. However, I well remember the
time wvhcn a Minister for Lands, guided by
incomplete data, told me there "'as not suf-
licien ct good land at NewdegaIte to warrant the
building of a railway. I undeceived that
Minister for Lands by taking- him on a trip
to the district in company with other snem-
hors of Parliament. There are now some 400
farmers on tine tract of country between Lake
Grace and Newvdegate which less than five
years ago we were told would not warrant
a railway. If the informiation given to inc
about the country east of Newdeg-ate is cor-
rect, if that land is equal to thne Newdegatc
land, another 400 or 500 farmers can be set-
tled there. I have no doubt that furtheT
tracts of similar country eastward towards
Esperanee wvill also carry large populations
I ask hon. members to tell all the people
they meet about the lands of Western Aus
tralia. It is pleasing to knowv that the polic3
of the Agricultural Bank in regard to assist-
ing backblock settlers is being liberalised
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Until recently assistance was not given to
farmers established mnore than 121o. miles
from a railwvav. The alteration of policy, is
due, 1 irnierstand, to the factor of motor
transport. The Agricultural Bank will rnow
give assistance ulp to the full value of ime-
Irrovements within a distance of 20 miles
from a railway. Until recently the 25s. or
SO,. per acre granted for clearing was cut
down by .50 per cent, where the settler
was, mo re t han 1214 miles from a line.
"a", however, it the Agricul tura. Bankc

inspector consi ders the lind to be
of good qualitY, the trustees arc generous
enough to atlIlow the settler thle full1 value or
his wlork. That is a step in. the right
direction, and should commend itself to
every member. Thle Governor's Speech
mentions that the deficit is practically what
the Treasurer forecasted. I venture to say
that had the last season finished as it pron-
ised to do at this period of .1925, there would
have been, to deficit at all. The country
around Lake Girave, Newdegate, and Duni-
llvYnng is caplable of producing 20 bushels
of wvheat to the acre; and equally good land
is to be found in many other districts. Last
season, Ihowiever, tile yields, with eone or two
exceptions, wlete disappointing; the average
at Lake Grace, instead of 15 or 16 bushels,
was riot more thni seven. Still, 1926-27
pioimises to be a record in every part of thre
State, and it is likely to prove an eye-opener
to the Government when they conic to handle
the wheat traffic. Unless prompt steps are
taken to increase the carrying capacity of
ithe ra ilIaavs. there will be a serious block
earlyv in the season. I believe that the Gov-
ernilnent arc afive to their responsibilities
inl this reguard, anrd that they will leave no0
stonc un turned to meet tlte demands% which
will be made up ton them, begintnig Jig '.Nov-
etmber and continuing into April. The Gov-
ernor's Speech makes mention of the great
North-West, and to-day's newspapers stare
Dr. Earle Pag-e has had a long interview with
our Premier in reference to the Federal
Government's proposal for the division of
the Northi-West and its handing over to the
Commonwelfth. If all members of the
Chamber had made the North-Western trip
wvhich I made five years ago in company with

a number of members of both Houses, every
one of us would join in fighting tooth and
nail to obtain justice for that wonderful
tract of country. Not one of them would
agree to the proposal to separate it from the
southern portions.

Mr. Teesdale: There is one here for a
start !

Mr. STUBBS: If the member for Roe-
boune (Mr. Teesdale) will bear with me for
a fewv moments, I will endeavour to show that
it is quite possible to develop and people the
Kiutberleys and the North-West generally,
without severance from the South. It is true
that for many years past lie and other hon.
members representing the northern parts
have had scant coutrtesy shown them rcgard-
ing public expenditure. We have in the
North a heritage far greater and richer thtan
is to be found iii any other part of the world.
Some people say that the climatic conditions
w'ill prlevent a large population being estal,-
fished there.

Mr. Lamond: That is all mnUish.
Mr. STUTBBS: But we cannot get away

f rom the fact that such statements arecircu-
lated and arc believed by many people. I
have seen families who have scarcely been
away from the Kimberleys in their lives.
They wvent there as young people, were mar-
ried and hav-e reared strong virile families,
as healthyv as could he seen in any p~art of
the world. One of the greatest difficulties
experienced in thle far North arises from the
lack of communication with the outer world.
The party I accompanied through the North
camped for a few day' s at Hall's Creek. Tite
postmaster and severaf other residents asked
us which party had wo00 the general elec-
tions! I thought they were joking, for the
elections referred to had taken place 12
week's pireviouisly.

Mr. Teesdale: Anyhow, they wvill know who
won the test match by to-nighit.

Mr. Brown: There is a telephone to Hail's
Creek.

.Mr. STUBBS: The line had broken down
and the newspapers had been hung up
along the track. The vast distances and
the isolation are hindrances in the North.
When one leaves Derby or Wvnldhamu
and proceeds iland one travels for
hundreds of miles along river frontages
and onl either side of the watercourses
aire chains of mountains wvhere aurif-
erolis wealth abounds. I believe I am right its
saying, that hardly a pick has disturbed the
deposits. I was informed by a geologist with
the party that gold, tin, copper, and iron ores
occur abundantly there, but the difficulties of
transport, the high cost of production and in-
ability to secure necessary capital furnish the
reasons why that aurif erous belt has not been
developed. Although the problem of develop-
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ment may be beyond the power of the hand-
ful! of people in Western Australia, and be-
yond eve" thle Possibility of securingsufficient
funds from the Commonwealth Govern-
meat to enable that development to be
carried out. I claim that it is a mat-
ter for the British Government, who
should help us to accomplish the task.
Within a coule of days' sail of our
rich North there lie the thickly populated
island of Java and other islands adjacent.
For the last 100 years we have held the North
with a handful of white people, whereas in
Java, an island 65 miles long and 50 miles
wide at its broadest part, there are upwards
of 86,000,000 people. The other islands teem
with great populations too. Last year in
Java alone the population increased at the
rate of 1,000,000 souls. If all the people in
Java resided on the island, there would be no
roonm for growing the necessary food to sup-
Illy their "'ants. Millions of them reside on
bamboo rafts, some two or three storeys high,
moored alongside the banks of the rivers.
Javanese tell us that for years they have
been watching jealously the development of
Australia. For strategical reasons alone the
British Government would be well advised to
advance us £20,000,000 .and not ask for
anty interest for 10 years. The Govern-
ment could spend that money in pro-
viding profitable work for many thousands of
people. They could construct a main trunk
line from the existing railways right through
to Darwin or to Hall's Creek. From the
various ports, starting at Carnarvon in the
South and working right up to Wyndham,
they could build branch lines leading to the
inland trunk line. These branch lines could
be used to carry the produce that can he
grown in such large quantities in the fertile
areas of the North. Few people in Australia
realise the potentialities of this wonderful
part of the State. On the plateaus cast of the
Kimberleys, there are vast tracts of country
where the grass stands two and three feet
high. The member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale) will bear me out when I say that ex-
tending over 100 miles there may be seen the
richest pastoral land anyone could wish for.

Mr. Teesdale: That is a fact.'

Mr. STUJBBS: And the area carries but
a few head of stock. Why is that so? The
greater proportion of the country is held by
as many people as could be counted on the
fingers of two hands. I do not blame the pas-
toralists who hold those vacant areas. They
went there in the early days and they braved
all kinds of difficulties. Many of them have

done well, although during the last few years
the meat market has been depressed. South
of tile Fitzroy River many have gone in for
sheep, but north of the Fitzroy, sheep are
fewv and far between. Although passing
through troublous times, the cattle growers
have a wonderful industry that will be still
further developed. The pastoralists are ad-
versely affected by the transportation costs.
Splendid beasts are grown there and at the
Wyndham Meat Works I have seen eareases
weighing 7cwt. when dressed. If they could
be broughlt to market by a shorter route, the
exptense wold] lie greatly lessened. At the
present time, cattle have to be overlanded for
200 or 400 miles to the nearest port of ship-
ment south. Freight represents £6 or £7 per
head and by the time the cattle are disposed
of, the Kimberley grower nets £2 or £3.

Mr. Teesdale: They would be glad to get
that, too.

Mr. STUJBBS: Yes, particularly during
the last two or three years. Instead of having
10 or 20 men owning these millions of acres
of rich pastoral country, an effort should be
made to establish many more people there.
I understand the leases contain a condition
under wvhich the Government can resume the
land by paying compensation for improve-
bnen ts.

The Minister for Lands: And for disturb-
ance.

Mr. STUJBBS: I would be the last person
to suggest that the leaseholders should be
compulsorily removed, but when it is possible
to travel train one station to another, to go
for upwards of 80 miles without seeing a
fence and to note that all the grass along the
water frontages is closely cropped although
a few miles inland high grass like cornfields is
to be seen, it has to be realised that the posi-
tion requires consideration. The average
squatter is content with the river frontages
and does not spend much money in sinking
for water further inland. A few have been
compelled to settle back from the rivers and
they have had to provide water supplies. If
there are between 800,000 and 400,000 head
of cattle now, I maintain that the number
could be consideraly increased. The rainfall
averages from 25 to 30 inches per annum.
One unfortunate phase, however, is that the
rain falls within three or four months only.
On the other hand, vast catebament areas ame
available between the ranges where
water could be conserved cheaply and
used for irrig-ation purp~oses throughout
the inland table lands extending for up-
wards of 150 miles east of the ranges,
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and for goodness knows bow far out.'
It facilities were afforded and the hold-
ilgs were smaller, great development could
take place. Of course a much larger tract oif
country would have to be held by a settler
in those parts than is necessary in the
south, because of the danger from droughts.
AHl the men with wvhom I came into con-
tact during my trip assured me there was
no fear of any drought. Being a southern
member, I deemed it my duty to become
conversant with other portions of the State,
so that when questions concerning the
North and other districts eame before the
House I should be able to intelligently cast
my vote.

Mr. Teesdale: It's a pity a good many
more do not visit the North.

Mr. STUBIBS: If the British Government
could be induced to advance certain moneys
for the railways I have mentioned, plug
fencing-b-ecause a man cannot run sheep
up there unless they are protected from
dingoes-there would be no question about
the value of that country. Any member
who visits the North cannot fail to come
back convinced that it would be a thousand
pities to allow it to pass into the hands oif
the Commonwvealth.

Mr. Teesdale: That is a mistake.
Mr. STUBBS: The hon. member, as a

resident of the North, is in a much better
position to speak of its possibilities than
am I.

Air. Teesdale: All that is wrong up there
is that we are tired of apathy and sick to
death of depression.

Mr. STUBBS : The State Government
have not had the money to develop the
North.

Mr. Teesdale: I am, not blaming the Gov-
ernment.

IMr. STUBBS: Even so, that is no reason
why the North should he banded over to
the Commonwealth. A house divided against
itself cannot stand, and it will be a sad day
for Western Australia when this State is
cut in two.

Mr. Teesdale : The bulk of the trade
would still have to come here.

Mr-. STUBBS :I have made myself
conversant with a few of the group settle-
ments, and I recognise that in so huge an
undertaking initial mistakes were unavoid-
able. When Sir James 'Mitchell started the
scheme a good deal of adverse criticism
was heard on both sides of the House.

Some of that criticism, perhaps, was justi-
fied, but the grTeater part of it certainly
was not. 1 was brought up in a district of
Victoria where timber similar to our kerni
was growing and so, knowing the difficul-
ties of the pioneer settlers over there, I am
Cull of sympathy with the pioneers of our
South-West. Those early Victorian settlers
went to their graves with their backs bent,
but their children and their grandchildren
have since reaped the advantage. The
point I want to emphasize is that it takes
many years to sweeten the ground and get
pastures riclffenough to allow of the pro-
duction of butter equal to the Victorian
article. In my opinion Sir James Mitchell
was perfectly justified in starting the group
settlement scheme. Unfortunately, the
swing of the pendulum carried him out of
office for the time being. Thereupon most
people thought that group settlement was
doomed, but it is to the credit of the
present Government that they have carried
on the scheme. I have heard the Minister
for Lands and the Premier both eulogisa
the work done on the group settlements by
the late Administration. It is a good thing
to know that both sides of the House are
in agreement respecting the value of group
settlement, especially in its relation to the
dairying industry. For years past we have
been sending out of the State anything up
to £1,000,000 per annum for butter. The
sooner we stop that drift and circulate all
that money in Western Australia the better
will it be for the State. The Government
that bring that about will certainly de-
serve the thanks of the whole of the peopl.
T -was amused at the sallies between the
member for Katanniag (Mr. Thomson) and
members on the Ministerial benches regard-
ing the Country Party visit to the group
settlements to canvass for members.

Mr. Lindsay :Some of the Country
Party.

Mr. STUJBBS: Well, some of them. But
I was not very much amused when I heard
the member for Katannin-I am sorry he
is not in his place to hear my remarks
now-

Mr. Marshall: He is doing just as much
good for those be represents as if he were
here.

Mr. STUBBS: He was very unfair when
he said that he and the small band sitting
beside him were the only people in the
House representing the men on the land. I
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can count eleven members unmentione~d by
the member for Katanning who are equally
as enthusiastic over the welfare of the men
on the land as is the hon. member himself.

Mr. Brown: Are the P.P.A. organising in
your electorate?

Mr, STUBBS : They are. I thank the
hon. member for that interjection. I met
their canvasser last Saturday, when I was
down in the electorate opening a bazaar.
He said he was very glad to meet me, and
I asked him what he was doing there. Hii
said, "I have been here for three weeks.
I wish I were as sure of a million pounds
as von are of holding your seat," I told
him I didn't want him to pull my leg, but he
said it was quite true, and his wife, on
being appealed to by him, agreed with him.
He added, "When I camne here T was in-
structed by head office to call on all 'farm-
ers, and get them to loin up. The first man
to a honi I handed our membership card
read it and said he would not sign it, that
he was a, supporter of Stubbs. [ asked
himi what was his objection to signing it,
and he pointed out that it pledged him t,
5upport only the P.P.A. candidate. I soon
found that i would not get many stibscrip-
tions if I dlid not drop that card. I am now
getting in all the money I can, but I am not
getting mnany signatures for the card." I
9shoLd4 like the member for Katanning- and
the other meemlbers of his party to look uip
an editorial published in the "West Au.;-
tralian" the dlay after the last elections.
On returning thanks to the electors for
having eleeted me with a majority of nearly
a thousand over the P.P.A. candidate, 'I
said the water that haa gone under the
bridge would never comne back, and that
the best thing the parties could do, seeing
that the election was over, was to forget
and forgive. I said T did Dot mind how
many blunders I was charged with, so long
as the other side agreed that they had comn-
mitted just as mnany. That was nearly
three years ago,' and the "West Australian"
commended those words of mine and
similar words uttered by the member for
Williams-Narrogin. But how much did the
other side do to heal the breach? I wvant
to be fair, but there is no fairness about
the other side. Many men have said to me,
"Why do vou not join up again? You would
get in flying."1 T asked them did they take
mne for a jellyfish. Further than that, I
asked them for what reason bad I been
expelled.

Mr. Lindsay: You -were never expelled.
You expelled yourself.

Mr. STUB3BS: Don't talk nonsense ! I
w;ill tell you who expelled me.

Mr. Lindsay: You expelled yourself. Yoa
stuod against the selected candidate.

Mir. STUBSS: My friend is talking with-
out is book. If he will refrain from
itierjectiiig, I an convince every member
here that I was expelled from the party. Cer-
tin mueinbezu of Parliament received through
the columns of the Press a notification that
their nominatLions were rejected by head of-
lice.

Mr. ILinidsay: Yon were not one of them.
Mr. STL:R13S: I ami hitting you to leg.

It' you keep on interjecting I will give you
someathing more to go on with. Leave me
.1lonle and let mec tell my own story, and we
s-hall get on ever so much better'. Those in-
ben, were not even asked to appear before
their judg-es; they were expelled without a
trial. I was one of the members sitting on
the same side of the House as were those
who w-cre expelled, and I had the courage to
wriignafewv lines, to the "West Austranairl"
saving I (lid nil believe in ina, especially
returned soldiers, being stood against a wvall
mid shot without a trial. If that was the
reason for my being expelled, I have no cause
for regret. 'Noinations for my seat were
called in dlue course, closing at Wag-in on a
certain day. When the dlay came mine "'as
the onl y nomination. Yet the member for
Toodvay said I exp~elletd myself. The execu-
tive had sent word to Wagin telling the dis-
trict cou~ncil ta call fur fresh nominations;
fresh nominations wvere called, and three or
four gentlemen submitted their names. I
submitted my namne and, on the night of the
decision, Mr. Carroll was seat all the way
from Perth to Wagin by Mr. 'Monger and his
satellites.

Mr. Teesdale: A wonder he did not drop
dead.

Mr. STUBBS: In my presence Mr. CJar-
roll told the district council that if they
selected me the executive would expel me.

Mr. Teesdale: Terrible!
Mr. STUBBS: What has the member for

Toodyny to say to that?
Mr. Lindsay: You have not yet told me

how, they expelled you.
Mr. STUBBIS: Mr. Carroll assured the

meeting that if I was the selected candidate
the executive would supersede them and expel
me from the organisation. After Mr. Carroll
had made that statement, I inquired what
charge had been levied against me, what sin
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Ihad committed that incurred the wrath of
the executive, what part of the platform I
had failed to comply with. To these ques-
ions no reply was offered by Mr. Carroll.

After Mr. Carroll, I and the other candidates
had made our statement;, we were asked to
leave the room and a secret ballot was
taken. I was defeated by a few votes. That
is neither here nor there. I want to know
why I was expelled from the organisation.

-Mr. Lindsay: You have not told us that
you were expelled.

Mr. STUBBS: I say I was. Do not the-
fac;ts as, I have related them indicate clearly
that I wNas expelled'?

Mr. Lindsay: You were not selected and
so you were not expelled.

Mr. STUBJIS: I will leave it to the public
to decide whether I was not expelled.

Mr. Tfeesdale: Well, you are here iu)-
nighdt; so much for Carroll.

MNr. STUBABS: I amn a candidate ag-ainst
ill comners. I know what sort of a reeeptioin

I sho~uld get if I attempted to rejoin one o±
the branchesi of the Country Party, but it
Would take a team of horses and a million
pounds to get ine to go back, unless the ex-
ecutive dlid the fair thing by all the other
miembers they expelled without a trial. Until
then I prefer to remnain a member helowg-
ig. to no party in particuilar, or to go out of

Parliament, rather than do what some people
suggest I should do, namiely, join the Cona-
try, party in spite of the treatment meted out
to nt. It is unfair of the member for Kat-
anning (Mr. Thomson) to say that he and
only a few other members represent the meni
on thle lano. [1 haEve done more good for the
mien on the land than could 50 Alexander
Thomsonis or 50 flertie Johnstons. if
neceszsary, I can prove my stat-ement to the
hilt. I have done so by giving not only my
time and what talents I possess, but also my
capital--when those people could not get as-
sistance from anyone else-to the tune of
£20,000.

'Mr. Teesdale- Nobody can snigger at that
because I know it is a positive fact and can
prove it.

31r. STUBBS: I am aot squealing about
that. What I complain of is the unfairness
of memhers coming here and telling the pub-
lie that they are the only ones whbo repre-
set the mnen on the land.

Mr. Brown: Did he say that'

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, that they were the
only true representatives of the primary
producers. That sort of thing I will not

tolerate, and 1 hav-e taken the earliest oppor
tunity to resent it.

The Minister for Lands: I have never
represented a country constituency, but I
think I have done more for the men on the
land than he has.

M1r. Marshall: In my opinion lie is only
a farmer of farmers.

Mr, STUBBS: I regret that the Leader
of the Country Party is not present: I -do
not believe in speaking against a man in his
absence, but this is the only opportunity I
shall have to justify my positiont before the
public. I amn convinced that a majority of
the people stand for fair play1 and fair play
I have not received from the primary pro-
ducers' executive.

MAr. Lindsay: Yearly as -oo& asR aAt
night, only T have not aI chanc'e to reply.

Mr. STUBBS: T shall give the hon. mem'
ber all hie wants and a hit more to go on
with.

Air. Teesdale: A few more of them will be
called to heel directly.

Mr. STUB1B13: I regret that the interjec-
tion of the member for Toodvav caused me
to get a little warm. I did not intend to
introduce personalities.

M1r. Brown: Yoii arc only trying to
heal the breach*

Mr. STUBBS: I tried to do that two or
three years ago, but men like the member
for Ping elly (Mr. Browni) oly widened it,
and now it is so wide that it "an never be
healed.

'Mr. Brown: I never dirl that.
Mr: STI'BBS: Given a -good harvest, I

feel sure that the financial position will be
such as will redound to the credit of every
member who has devoted his time to passing
laws beneficial to the State, I hope Western
Australia will make great progress in the
near future. Land settlement is the only
roller for this, State. MHining- unfortunately
has been ivaninev for some years, and until
another good field is lncated and fresh capi-
tal is introducedi. the State must look to
agriculture to keep the ledger square. I
hope that at the next elections most of the
memnhers will hold their seats, and that is all
the harm I wish the Country Party Or the
Labour Party.

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.26]: I do not
propose to detain the House long, but there
aire one or two matters on which I wish to
say a few words. After listening to the
excellent speeches of members renresenting
the North-West. one wonders whly the memn-
ber for Pithara (Mr. Lamond) last session
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should have asked for a Royal Commission
on the North-West, From their remarks I
anw satisfied that I was justified in the atti-
tuide I adopted when 1 said that a Royal
Commission, was not required. Possibly the
cause of a good deal of satisfaction has been
the visit of the Minister for Works to the
North-West. I noticed by the newspaper
that he acted the part of Father Christmas,
showering gifts wherever hie wvent. Any
Minister would he popular in such circumn-
stances, and no doubt members. are well
satisfied. I am pleased they are so well
satisfied, and I certainly believe that their
satisfaction arises from the fact that the
Mfinister for Works was able to take such
a big bundle of good gifts with him. When
the Leader of the Opposition was speaking
a few nights ago, be said the Minister for
Works had promised the people of the
North-West that they would have the last
say on the question whether they would
become a portion of the Commonwealth ter-
ritory, separate from Western Australia. -
The Minister told us he did not make that
statement and that it was not reported in
the Press, but if anyone turns up the "West
Australian" of the 2nd July he will find a
paragraph headed "The Minister entertained,
Future of the North, Broome, July 1," and
reading-

The Minister, in reply, announced the Gov-
ernment's policy as hie had outlined it at Port
Hfedland, and assured the residents of the
North that nothing definite would be done in
regard to, the Commnonwealth proposals until
concrete proposals had been placed before
Cabinet, and Parliament had expressed its
opinion. Even then residents of the North
would have the final say.

Parliament apparently was merely to be
asked to express an opinion; the final say
was to rest with the people of the North-
West- The Minister told the Leader of the
Opposition that he did not make that state-
ment. Yet it is reported in the "West Aus-
tralian.'

The Mlinister fo~r Lands: I think the Con-
stitution provides that thie opinion of the
people must be obtained.

Mr. LATHAM-k: Tt would be unfair to the
State to give the People of the North greater
power than Parliament possesses, and that
would be the case if the promise of the Mfin-
ister for Works were carried out. This evi-
dently was one of the gifts that the 'Minister
had to shower upon the constituencies up
there. No doubt the sitting members would
be delighlted if the Minister for Works again

visited the North just before the next elec-
tions; it mnight have some good results.

Mfr. Clydesdale. It is time the North re-
ceived some consideration.

Mr. LATHLAM:- I do not know that the
Morth has received such a won derful lot of
consideration from the present Government.
It is easy to render tremendous lip serviee.

Mr. Lamond: If you came there before the
next elections it would be the best thing- that
could happen for us.

Air, LATHAM: The hon. member might
lose his seat.

Mr. Coverley: The North did not receive
much consideration from the Government you
supported.

Mr. LATH AM: I venture to say the whole
State received fair consideration in view of
the limited amount of money available and
the difficulties of finance at the time. I pro-
pose to speak briefly of the financial posi-
tion. From our point of view it was well
explained by the Leader of the Opposition.
I admit that the finances of the State are in
a much better position than they were a fewv
years ago. That is due to greater produc-
tion. and greater developmental work. The
present Government have a wonderful op-
portunity. The Federal Government have
never been so generous in the history of the
Commonwealth as they are to-day towards
Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: We have not had
much more than -your Government had.

Mir. LATfIAM1: No, but the prospects
ahead are very bright.

Thu! 'Minister for Lands: That is a matter
for the future.

Mr. LATHAM: Ta-day there is a credit
balance. There must be close on one million
pouds. For soldier setlement alone there i.9
£700,000.

The M1inister for Lands: The soldiers get
that. 'We only get the interest.

Mr. LATHIAM : There is. the £300,000
slpeeiaf grant waiting to be spent.

M1r. Withers:- Who said so?
M.Nr. LATHAM: We know that is all right.
.Mr. Withers: The Government do not know

it.
Mr. LATHAM:- The opportunities for

this State are better than they have ever been
since Federation. An opportunity presents
itself under these Federal proposals for re-
ducing- taxation.

The 'Minister for Lands: Under what
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Mr. LATIIAM: I refer to thle offer of the
!'ederal Government.

The Minister for Lands: We have had only
lie £300,000 for last year. We do not get
t for this year.

,1r. LATHAM: The Government will get
t. The Minister knows that.

The Minister for Lands: I do not know it.
Mr. LATHAM: I know the State will get

t-
The IMinister for Lands: I hope so.
Mr. Wilson: - We don't know.
Mr. LATHAM: -unless there is a

:bange of Government before the next sea-
don of Parliament. The Federal House has
nerely been adjourned. The Bill will be in-
roduced later.

The Minister for Lands: There may he a
3111 introduced that will alter the whole finan-
:ial arrangement.

Mr. LATHAM: The Federal Treasurer has
atated in Perth that the consideration I have
just mentioned will be meted out to this
State.

Thbe Minister for Lands: I have not read
:xis speech.

Mr. LATHAM: During the past year a
treat deal of money has been made available
:o the State, due to increased taxation,
unongst other things.

The Minister for Lands: There has been
nio increased taxation and you know it.

Mr. LATHAM: This argument has been
put up before

The Minister for Lands: It is a fact.
Mr. LATHAM: I will show that what I

say is correct.
The Minister for Lands: It is not correct.

Air. LAT HAM: Was there no increase in
the land ta!

The M1inister for Lands: There was an mn-
crease in the land tax, but a reduction in
rail%,ay freights.

Mir. LA TRAM1: I have the figures here,
tak-en from the "-Quarterly Abstract." To the
30th June, 1924, the amount of land tax
received was £71,448, and to the 30th June
of this year it was £145,000-double the
amount. The money credited to the Treas-
ury, not to the Railway Department, was
£E45,000, we understand, and a reduction in
rates was made accordingly. That £45,000
has never been credited to the Railway De-
partment. 'No credit is shown on the returns.

The M1inister for Lands: The railway rates
were reduced.

Mr. LATHAM: By;£45,000. Wlio got the
benefit?

The Minister for Lands: By more than
that.

'Mr. LATHIAM: The Mlinister does not
know who got the benefit, The people who
paid the tax did not get any advantage from
it.

The 'Min ister for Lan ds:- The T re asurer did
not get it.

MUr. LATHAM3: I know the Treasurer re-
ceived a considerable amount as a result of
the increased taxation. The Minister Bays
there was no increased taxation.

The Minister for Lands:- The Treasurer
told you that repeatedly, and yea know it.

Air. LATH.AM: The land tax was doubled.
During the year there has also been the
petrol tax.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
go into the Treasury.

Mr, LATHAMI: Where does it go?
The Minister for Lands: Tl.o the roads

and you know it.
Mr. LATHADMt : It represents more

money. But for that petrol tax the money
w-ould have had t'o come from loan funds
or revenue.

The 'Minister for Lands: It does not go
to the Treasury.

N% r. LATHAM: I know it does.
The Minister for Lands: I do not want

to call you a liar. That is not allowed.
Mr. LATHAM: That money is available

to the Government. They are relieved of
the necessity of finding £100,000 out of Con-
solida ted Revenue or loan funds.

The Minister for Lands: It does not re-
lieve anything. ]t means that more work
will lie done with the money.

Mr. LATHAM -The traffic fees have
been increased.

The 'Minister for Lands: \Wnio gets those
fees?7

Mr. LATHAM: I admnit they go towards
enabling the local authorities to render ser-
vices.

The MAinister for Lands: The road boaird-;
and municipalities get it.

Mr. LATHAM: I suppose the subsidies
rcTeduced accordingly.
The Minister for Lands: No, they are

not.
Mir. LATHAM-N: Some districts are not

getting any.
The Minister for Lands: Municipalities

have not received subsidies for years.
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Mr. J4 ATHAEM:- I admnit that7 but they
have had a good deal in the past.
SThe Minister for Lands: There is no0

increase in taxation from the pjiit of view
of State revenue, but there is a decrease of
71/ per cent, on the super tax.

Mr, LATHAM: There has been an in-
creased land tax, a petrol tax and increased
traffic fees. A vermin, tax wilt a!lso be
struck.

Hun. J. Cunningham: What is that for?
Air. LATHAM: It is to render further

services to the people, but they ate paying
for them

Eon. J. Cunningham: The whole of the
money will be absorbed in the work.

Air. LATHAMI : The Government have
raoney for roads which was. nevoer iven to
any previous Government. Instead of con-
structing roads out-of loani funds, they
ought to be able to construct them out of
revenue received throughi increased taxa-
tion.

Mr. Chesson: The people who receive the
benefit are those who suggested the vermin
tax.

Air. LATHAM : Theyv hare had somec
service fronm the present lr vernurient. huit
they are paying for it.

Mr. Chesson: They wanted a vermin tax
rind they have got it.

Mr, LATHAM: There has been a reduc-
tion in the earning calpacity of tnc railways,
practically to the extent of a quarter of a
million. I do not know what the actual
cause of Ilie trouble is. Last year the
surplus revenue was £190,505, but this year
there has been a loss of £31,980. We know
the railway employees have received some
benefit out of that. If any benefit is to be
given, it should be given to the users of
the railways. I do not think there has
been an additional station-master placed at,
any of the important sidings for the last
three years. Some of the sidings are re-
turning a wonderful revenue.

The Minister for Lands: T notice that
two or three new railways have been passed
on to the department.

Mr. LATHAM: That is all right. I do
not say there is nothing good in the Gov-
erment; I will give them credit for what
they have done. In the case of the rail-
ways there wias a surplus last year and a
loss this year. If anything is to be given
a-way, something- should he given to the
users of the railway. I k-now of cases inl

which, the Railway Department are repudi-
ating their claims. One man seat away a
truck-load of petrol. He paid a high
freight, but six cases were missing at the
other end.

Mr. Marshall: I know of a ease of that
kind.

Air, LATHAM%: A station-miaster should
be appointed at these important sidings.
instead of people using the railways for
the carting of produce they are nowv taking
the risk of sending stuff by road on motor
lorries. Of course there will be competition
with thie railways under these conditions.

ThIe Minister for Lands: I suppose oh-
jections would be raised if people were
allowed io travel for nothing.'

MAFr. LATHAM: If the G-overnment wat!
the people to use the railways thEy should

giv them some of the benefits that n
being given away.

The Minister for Lands ; Why do yoti
wvant railwvays so lmch if you think peoplr
are not getting any benefit from themi?

)Jr. LAkTIIA3: Because of tha traffh(
dutt paisses throug-h some of these sidings
the goods thant are conscigned to thema shoal'
ifc protected by' a station-miaster.

The Minister for Railways: Why emploi
station-mnasters where they- are not re
cquired ?

Mir. LATFIAM1: I have shown where the.)
aire requnired. If valuahlce goods lik-e then5
wkere consigned to a station more canr
would be taken of theta along the road. -

do not accuse the railway employees o
taking the stuff, bilt it is evidently ,hunter
off at the siding for the time being, ant
someone else comes along and relieves thi
trucks of some of their loading. Mon
consideration should be given te the user
of the railways. When we find that house
and motor lorries can enter into conipetitioi
with the railways we ought to ascertain wh'
it is possible for themn to be in a positioi
to do this. To-day goods are heing carrie'
over a distance of 180 miles by motol lorr:
in competition -with the rail-ways.

The MAinister for Railways: We will hanm
over to th e motor l orries allI th e super freight

AMr. LATHAM: That is a nice excuse.
The Minister for Railways: It is a gen

erons offer.
Mr. LATFTAM: If the Minister does bani

over the cheap frei ,ghts to the miotor lorries
what will lie do for hack-loading when th
wheat is beingr movedl T will not hare

Salid in this House that what freights do no
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elpresent a Paying proposition to the Rail-
7ay Department. It has been repeatedly
tated that the wheat of the farmers is
arried on the railways is a loss; and it is
at true.

The Minister for Railways: Who has
:ated it?
Mr. [ATHAM: I believe the Minister

ated it before hie assumned otfice.
The Mlinister for Railways: No.
Ur. LATHII : 1 think I heard the hon.

entfenian say it when he was sitting in tip-
osit ion.
The Mini-,tcr for Railways: You only

jiiik [hat.
Mr. LATHIAM: I wvilt not assert it defi-

itely. However, the statement has been made
ithis Chamber repeatedly. The farmeng

honk] not be threatened in that way.
The minister for Itiliwavls: 1 amn not

rIreatiening them.
Mr. LATIIAM: The farmners want to use

lie tacilities lprovided by the State. The fact
f the railways not being made attractive
nougi, is the cause of the traffic by motor
)rries. A mian in my electorate said to me
eeentk-, -I Im going to send my sheep to
iarket by motor lorry, because in that way
g-et a better service.",
rrhe M1inis4ter for -Mines: That is silly

a] k.
The Minister for Railways4: He -would do

Lonce, and then lie would retire in disgust.
).i;- LATHIAM: Creater consideration

hould be shown by the Railway Department
o their customers. MXy own experience somne-
inies makes mnc wonder whether the depart-
ilent investigate complaintls at all. A~nother
inunt is that the department do not seem able
o move with the districts which are progress-
tig rapidly. The -Minister knows of the pro-
rress of these districts, but I sometimes think
bie officials do not know of it. In the case

)fan estate which is being- subdbrided into
o farms, a 100o) line was put in for the con-
'enience of the original holder of the land.
re-day that loop line has to serve 22 settlers.
Phey cannot get aix extension from the block
ro the trucking- pen. That siding is within 60
miles of Perth, Its name is Hemeraley Sid-
ag. Not lIong ago the Railway Department
put on three motor coaphes for passenger
traffic. Though I do not wish to be a grama-
.)hone repeating complaints, I will say I
iave been informed that the railway union
-efused to run those coaches because they
ed to reduction of staff.

The Minister for Railways: That is not

Mr. LATHAM: I am pleazsed to have that
assurance. However, I would like to know
why motor coaches cannot be run on our
rai~wavs as is done in New South WVales and
Victoria. Taking a mixed train that leaves
York at 10 minutes past 12, 1 get to Bruce
tiock-which represents about four hours'
comf ortable motor ruin-at half past 10 at
night. There is a shunt at every siding. If
coaches were put on for passengers and
mnails, one goods train per week mgtmeet
the requliremieuts.

The Minister for Lands: Hlow many pas-
sengers are on a train?

Mr. LATElAM: A good many. Nearly
every comnpartmtent was full on the occasion
1refer to. There will be very few passengers

carried by the railways it quicker mcans'of
I rans.-it are not supplied, It would be well
(L) put on some decent motor coaches and thus
by, shortening the time or transit make it
po1.sible for the people to use the railways.
I hope the Minister will seriously go into the
matter'

The Minister for Railways: I am seriously
giginto it now.

MrV. LAVTilAM: The sxLggestion applies
particularly to loop lines. I amn sorry the
Minister for Works is not present, as I wish
to suggest thant before any more railways are
built in this State, his department should
thoroughly investigate the scheme recently
lproIpounded by M)Jr. Itcd 'ges, a scheme which
steems highly feasible, If we can haul large
loads over the trunk lines, the cost of run-
iiing will be reduced considerably. I hope
One or two officers of the department will be
delegyated to investigate the proposal, so that
eventually all subsidiary lines can loop into
mnain lines with a decent g-rade. Probably
the suggestion of M.%r. Hedges is one of the
best ever made for the benefit of the State.
While on the railway question I wish to draw
the M1inister's attention to the wretched ac-
comimodation at sonic stations, especially.
where loop lines join up with the main line.
Alerredin, for instance, is a shocking place
to wait at during the night. It may not be .,o
had for men, hut for women and children
it is awful.

The Minister for Railways: Something is
being done at Mlerredin.

The Mfinister for Mines: Heavy expense
was incurred at Mt. Barker.

Mr. LATHAM%: I have nothingc to do
with M1t, Barker, and there are other districts
more entitled to consideration.

The Minister for Mines:- Your Government
incurred the expenditure at Mt. Barker.
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Mr. LATHAM: Presumably in that ease
my Government made a mistake. Presently
1 shall tell the Minister for Mines of some
mistakes made in his department.

The Mlinister for Mines: Very well.
Mr. LATHAM: Many of the stations are

absolutely disgusting. People travelling
through Western Australia must conclude that
we have an impoverished Government. We are
a progressive State, and we should not tole-
rate railway buildings that arc, in a shocking-
condition. Now let me say a few words about
water supply. I commend the Government
for having provided water schemes in agri-
cultural areas. By that means the community
will he made more contented and more
wealth will be produced from the soil. It is
wrong, however, that too great an effort
should be made to compel the users of the
water to pay undue charges in the way of
interest, sinking fund, maintenance, and ad-
ministration, In addition, the Government
obtained a return through the income
tax, because the people who use the,
water run stock. Moreover, increased traffic
is provided for the Railway Department.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
farmer who provides his own water supply?

Mr. LATHAM: He gets a lot of conces-
sions! The Minister has had a good deal of
farming experience, and he knows that it
does not cost him £50 per year for water.

The Minister for Mines: In one rear it
cost me £300. I lost all my sheep.

Mr. LATIHAM: That was in the very
early stage. Water does not usually cost a
farmer that amount of money. The Gov-
ernment should not seek to make a profit out
of water. I do not mind the farmers pay-
ing the actual cost of the work, hut I do not
wish the scheme to be converted into a
profit-making machine.

The Minister for Lands: Give up whin-
ing! You are not going to pay interest or
sinking fund on the head wvork for three
years after construction.

Mr. LATHAM: It is satisfactory to know
that.

The Minister for Lands: You will pay
only for reticulation.

Mr. LATHAM: That is a good idea. Then
we come to the question of wire netting.
No one in, the State has done more for the
farmers regarding this matter than the
Mlinister for Lands. A lot of work has been
done, but there is still much to do. The
Minister was right in securing netting sup-
plies early, thus enabling the farmers to net
the fences during the winter months. I

c-oinncnd the Government for helping th
farmers to protect their crops against th
ravages of the rabbits and I urge him t,
furnish further supplies before the cad o
the month. By September the farmers wil
not be in a position to go on with the work
so that it is necessary to speed up as nue]
as possible. The mortgages could be sen
along subsequently, for hardly any farmer:
would refuse to sign the documents and, ii
any ease, the Government are adequatel,
protected. Even if the late Goverumen
had been in office, they could not hay'
carried out this work better than the Min
ister for Lands has done- The unemnploy
meat problem is one of the serious difficul
ties confronting the State. We will alway
have that difficulty until the State has pro
gressed sufficiently to enable us to deal mor4
comprehensively with the problem. Recent!:
1 asked for a return from the Charities De
pertinent indicating what payments ba(
been made under this heading. On the re
turn I noticed a footnote pointing out tha
the distribution in 1925-26 was due to thi
change of policy in granting relief to de
serving cases whereas that had previousl
been refused. There was a change of Gov.
ernment in April, 1924, and I noticed fron
the return that in May and June nothin1
"'as paid, and in July £7 5s. was paid out
Operations during those three months wern
controlled by the present Government.

The Minister for Lands: Do you not knom
that instead of the Charities Departmen
doing .that work, it is carried out elsewhere
provision having been wade for it on thn
Estimates?

Mr. LATHAM: No. I thought this re
presented a hit at past administration am
I wished to correct that impression. I
would draw attention to the amazing growtl
of these payments, for I find that in Juni
last £970 was paid out, and in July £1,300
Frequently I have heard members on boll
sides of the House condemning the Britisi
Government because of the dole system. D(
not let us institute a similar system in West
ern Australia. It is the duty of the Govern
ment to provide work.

The Minister for Railways: Have we no
done that, more than ever before?

Mr. LATHAM: If such payments arc t(
be made, the effeet will be that men. will bn
attracted to the city.

The 'Minister for Lands: He is not muel
of a man w'ho will come to the city forI
shilliii or two a day!

Mr. LATHAM: That is so, but the )Ti
ister knows that theyv do so. When they se
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at for Perth th;. do not know how much
iey will get, but they hear that the Govern-
tent are providing food and therefore they
)me to the city. For my part I consier
iat the unenmploved in the country area%

-ceivc rotten treatment compared with
lose in, the city. I had an experience with
ire men in York recently. They' had not
ad anything to eat for a few clays and I
ndeavoured to ascertain whether there was

representative of the Labour Bureau in
ork, but I could not find one.
The 'Minister for Railways: If you had

one to the representative of the Govern-
ient thete-the Clerk of Courts-you
'mild hni-e found out all about it.

Mir. LATiIAM3: I am pleased to know
hat. I am positive that no other person in
rork is aware of the fact.

Mr. Chesson: If you had gone to the
,olie you would have received assistance.

Air. LATHAM: The police did render
very assistance possible, ilt they said they
7ere not responsible for any work in con-
ection with the Labour Bureau.

The 'Minister for Railways: But we have
bonus system, under which there is a re-

rard of half a crown for every policeman
rho finds work for men in the countryv.

Mr. LATHAM: That fact has not been
ircularised.

The Mfinister for Railways: Every police-
ian in the country has been circularised ac-
ordingly* .
Air. LATHAM: That is news to me.
The Ilinister for Lands: . Further than

hat, every branch of the Newv Settlers'
,e ague carries out similar work.

Mr. LATHAM: That is satisfactory.
'anuers prefer to employ men locally rather
ban to send to Perth for them. Regarding
he administration of the Mfain Roads Act, I
inderstand from comments by the chairman
if the Main Roads Board that it is the inter-
ion of the Government to ask the local gay-
ruing bodies to provide 7s. 6d. out of every

15s. to be spent. I understand that the Comn-
nonwealth is to provide £1 and the State 15s.,
,f which latter amount the road boards are
a be expected to pay 7s. 6d. It appears to
ne that under that provision the road boards
gill have to find the petrol tax, the land tax
aid so on, the effect of which will mean that
:he road boards will find the whole of the
1.5s. The intention of the Rouse was that
:here should he the petrol tax and the land
:ax and the balance of the 15s. was to he
shared as between the loan funds and the
.ocal governing bodies.

The Minister for Lands: MAost of the
petrol tax will be paid in the metropolitan
area.

MUr. LATHAM.f: I challenge that state-
meat. Individual owners of cars in the coun-
try areas pay a heavier petrol tax than do
city owners.

The 'Minister for Lands: Some of them
do.

Mr. LATHAMN: I hope due consideration
will be given to the position I hare referred
to. Freqently have we heard of the Pub-
lic Works Department sending a lot of men
into a district and starting operations on a
road without first advising the local authority.
If the local authority has to find some of the
money, surely it ought to he advised of the
starting of operations. Recently the depart-
meat sent men into a district up Geraldton
way without first acquainting the local auth-
orities.

The Minister for Railways: That occurred
because, when the mine closed down, a lot of
men were out of work.

Mfr. LATHAM: I do not say there is any
harm in it: I only suggest that the local
authorityv should he notified.

The Minister for Railways: The local
authority exercises a preference in regard to
each proposal.

Air. LATHAM: However, I will have an
opp~ortunity to deal with this at another
juncture. There is a question I want to dis-
cuss with the Minister for Agriculture. A
few years ago I remember the Minister and
the present Premier kicking up a noise about
public servants becoming attached to political
bodies. The other evening I secured an an-
swer from the -Minister for Agriculture about
the appointment of a stock inspector at Car-
nat-von. I do not know whether the Minister
is aware that that gentleman is connected
wvith a p)olitical party. If not, I might fur-
nish him with some information from the
"Worker" of 28th Mfay, 1926. There is no
objection to a public servant being attached
to Labour politics, provided he can do his job,
but why should he be permitted to dabble in
union affairs? I learn from the "Worker"
that this stock inspector at Carnarvon is col-
lecting union fees and sending them down to
head office. It would be interesting to quote
from a speech made by the Premier when
Leader of the Opposition in the session of
1922. It will be found in flansard," page
1601, of that session. Mir. Collier, referring
to a P.P.A. organiser said-

It is altogether undesirable that officers of
the department should be thus; associated with
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the organisers of a political bod.. . if
he we-re a union mant, he would be called a paid
agitator. ... There is a tendency nowadays
for administrative affairs and this political
organisation to be mixed up. That is entirely
wrong. Such was never done in the past; it
was never attempted during the years Labour
occupied the Treasury Benches. The principle
is wrong and should be scotehed at the outset.
This is only another bit of evidence of what
has been going on. Such, an incident should
not be allowed to occur again.

If it was wrong then, it is equally wrong to-
day, and 1 hope the Minister will take steps
to see that this gentleman is not acting as a
paid organiser for the Labour movement
while doing Government work.

Mr. Lamond: He is not a paid organiser.
Mir. LATH'iAM: 'fhlen why is lie. collectingr

the fees and sending thenm down to Perth? It
is very indiscreet, to say the least of it, to
use the columns of the "Worker" to adver-
tise that union fees may be banded to one whoQ
is all inspector of the stock department. I
hope the Minister will take up this matter
and issue instructions that this sort of thi,,
must be discontinued.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Probably
it is merely tbat some teamster has handed
him a fee and asked him to send it to the
city.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 think the officer should
be advised to dissociate himself from that sort
of thing while doing Government work. I
will not detain the House any longer, for I
am desirous that we should get through the
Address-in-reply debate and come to the more
active business of the session. I hope the re-
sit of the Government's negotiations with
the Federal authorities will be disclosed as
soon as possible, so that the taxpayers may
know what they are to be called uI)ofl to
pay.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
Mt. F. Troyv-%t. Mag-net) [11.7] : I
do not propose to speak at any' length.
Happily, nothing has been said regarding
the administration of my department, be-
yond the reference just made by the niemn-
her for York to circumstances that can
easily be explained. I will content myself
with saying a few words about the mining
industry, the depressed conditon of which
is not peculiar to this State. The same
tin~g obtains right through Australia, in
Queensland, Vetoria and other States
where mining was an important industry
10 years ago. This Government have done
their beat for the industry, spending large

sums of money to assist it. Although
does not show the progress that, fortu
nately, other industries are showing, nevet
thieless the administration of the industr
and thle department is more difliuIt to-da:
than ever before. It is one thing to ad
n'in i siCr a progiressivye depa rtnment, arn
quite another to have to hanidl1e one it
whielh the difficiflies are very great. Tb,
eon diti on of the mining industrv is due 1I
ci rcumnstances over which the Clovernmen
have no control. The industry' depends o,
((1st 5, aniid the remarkable increase showi
in those costs is largely due to the Federa
tariff. it little while ago the tariff wa
agamin incsed, with the result that fit
duties on miining maci nery are now high e
t han those imiposed on an ' yother mach iner
uised in tie Commion wealth, It is remark
abile thlit the milling industry should b4
singled out for this unjust treatment, an'
it must be ascribed largely to the fact that
apart fromt the interests of one or twi
members, the industr rv has no represen ts
tion in the Federal Parliament. W'e knot
that whben Customs duties are increase-
they affect the cost of living, and] therefoni
the men engaged in the industry are no
able to work at a rate whbich was a livinl
wage 12 or 14 years ago. While minim
costs have increased, the tonnage treaitei
fins diminished and ore of a greater valni
has to he mined to-dayI in order to inee
the increased costs. All this constitutes;
very great handicap to the industry, . Timer,
are thousands of tons of ore reslerves ii
our mines which could be trated at a jrl
ithe conditions that obtained prior to tlt

war still operated. Those cowlditions d',
not obitain, ant the industry, is not pro
gressing- as it would have done had tim
conditions renmained favourable. For th,
infornmation of a few bitter critics it
another place, critics who call see no0 goo,
at all in anythingl the present Governmen
do, let me point out that we have spen
more money in assisting the indunstry that
have any- three previous Government's corn
bined. In the last 20 years assistance ha'
[ieeu accorded to mining to the extent o
£000,000, while the present Government ii
less than three years of office have ex
Jpended nearly £200,000 of that amount. I.
other words, one-third has been expende'
by us, even though the Mining Develop
meat Act has been in operation for sorn'
20 years. Much as we have done and mu&:
as this Parliament might approve of, it wil
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not bring about the results desired until the
people who control the mines do something
also. There is no doubt that the conditions
l-rsting on our wines are rather unpro-

geie. The managers are not as u11 -to-
date as they might be; they have nWt
adopted new methods; although large dini
dends have been paid, no provision has
been made for the times of difficulty, and
unless the companies do something, Gov-
ernmnents or Parliaments cannot hope LL
remedly thme position. The companies musM
realise that they and not the Government
own the mines. ]t is not our business; it
is their business. Unless they are prepared
to reconstruct, to economise, and to mine
niore efficiently and econonmically, the Gov-
erment wilt not he able to bring about
any lasting results. Still, we need not b4-
disheartened. Like every other industry,
mining is merely passing through a phas .
All industries experience good times and
bad times. Wheat producers during the
last eight or nine years have enjoyed very
p~rosperouls times and so have wool 2rowers.
Bilt the prosperous times will not last in-
definitely. Seasons are bound to come
whlel thlese industries will be depressed,
and they also will pass through a badl
phase; and if the people engaged in themn
do not make provision for the future dur-
ing times of prosperity, they too will suffer.
If they adopt lax methods and a go-as-you-
please policy, they must inevitably suffer.
We possess the richest gold mines in thme
whole world, but the policy pursued in the
past of paying dividends without reg-ard
to the fntur2 and of lapsing into go-as-you-
please methods, have resulted in the disas-
trous state of affairs that prevails in the
chief gold mining centre to-day. I do not
consider that this state of affairs is due
to Governments or that the present Govern-
ment can remedy it. The mines are not in
the hands of tiie Government: they are
owned by private enterprise. If the Goy-
erment interfered with t!he companies,
they wvould he told to maint their own
business. Tnt the past, while the Govern-
locent paid the piper, the others have called
the tune, and unless the economic conditions
become easier, we shall not secure any im-
provement while that continues. I am
of opinion that wining will still play an
important part in this State. The develop-
ments at Wiluna may lead to the opening
up of as large a mining field as was ever
known in this State. If the ore can be

treated at a profit, there are great possi-
bilities. I am glad that on other .Elelds such
as the Murchison, the industry is more
prosperous, and a happier outlook is mani-
fested than for many years past. The day
wvillI comc wh leu mtining wvill again be as
important as ever it was and will take as
prominent a part in tile progress of the
State, besides giving employment and a
comnfortable living to thousands of people.
A word or two now about the reference by
the Leader of the Country Party to the
Raveustliorpe smelter case. His state-
intent was so far from the truth that
ordinarily I would not have bothered to
reply to it, but seeing that his remarks
have received prominence in the Press,
it is wvise not to let them pass
unnoticed. People reading a statement made
by an allegedly responsible mciuher of this
House may regard it as containing actual
facts. Therefore it is due to me to explain
the position ats revealed by the files of the
Mines Department. The Premier described
the Leader of [lie Country Party as the pol-
itical garbage gatherer of Parliament, one
who wvent around the country in the recess,
lent a willing ear to every- complaint and
made no inquiry to ascertain the actual facts.
The hon. inember could have come to me
about the Raveasthorpe ease and I would
have given him the flies. Other memubers
have seen am aioang them the unember for
Wagin-and are now familiar with the whole
of the facts. The Leader of time Opposition
knows the exact position. Any member on
thll Opposition side of thle HOuMe could have
seen me and ascertained the facts. Had the
Leader of the Country Party' ap)proached me
and said, "While at Ravensthorpe I was
given this information. Is it correct?" I
would have replied, "There is the file; look
for yourself." The hon. member did not do
that; he did not want to do it. His desire
was to create a sensation. He wanted to con-
vey the impression that the prospectors con-
cerned liad been badly treated, and that he
was their champion. Such conduct is despic-
able. If the hall. member had moved a
motion requesting information and had been
denied it, I could excuse his action, but he
never sought iuformation or made the slight-
est inquiry from the department. Here we
have the Leader of a party accepting ex-
parte statements as actual facts and deposit-
ig his rubbish here, much as a willy-willy
deposits its rubbish on the goldfields.
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Mr. Lindsay: We shaft have to change our
leader.

Mr. Marshall: It would be well if you did.
The IiNISTER FOR 21INES :The

greatest disadvantage under which the Coun-
try Party labour is their leader.

Mr. Marshall: It is the biggest load they
have to carry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
say that because I wish him any particular
harm, but the whole of his speech on the
Address-in-reply was one long tarradiddle of
statements by interested parties that from
time to time have been disproved by Ministers.
What are the actual facts of the Ravens-
thorpe case which the lion, member describes
as a scandal? The hon. member proposed to
read to the House a circular issued to mem-
bers on the 12th December, 1922, the contents
of which are well within my recollection. It
was issued by Mr. Dunstan, a party inter-
ested in this matter. In 1922 when Mr. Dun-

stan issued the circular complaining that he
had not received a fair deal from the Gov-
ernment, the Labour Party were not in power.
Sir James Mitchell was Premier at that time
and was supported in office by the Country
Party, while some members of the Country
Party helped to constitute the Government.
Thle alleged scandal at Ravensthorpe is not
due to the action of this Government. It is
a legacy handed down to us. The verdict of
the court was given before we came into
office. We played no part in it. The action
was instituted against the Mitchell Govern-
ment.

'Mr. Mann: You do not suggest that the
previous Government wvere wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I suggest
that the member for Katanning did not tell
the truth. Thle Ravensthorpe liability is a
legacy handed down to this Government.
We played no part in the controversy or in
the legal actioa. The previous Government
carried on- the business. They decided to go
to court. The verdict in the action was given
before I came into office. If there is any
scandal associated with the business it is the
responsibility of the previous Government
and of the hon. member who supported them.
After all these years ho makes a statement
in this House that the whole thing is a grave
scandal and discreditable to the Government.
He said that in the opinion of the judge the
disclosures in the Supreme Court were dis-
graceful to the 'Government.- What have
they to do with this Goverumenti They oc-
curred when the previous Government were

in office. Tilie bon. member said a decisior
was given by thle court, and a promise wa!
made that th money would be paid. H4
said, "I am criticising the Government fmi
not fulfilling their promise." He n-s ask&c
if he knew the facts. He said, "The cas(
wvas dealt with by the Supreme Court. Th(
Government have wasted more money in lam
expenses than is involved in the court's de.
cision, concerning which they are now quilb
hling." 'This Government did not waste an3
money because it bad nothing to do with thc
action. If any money was wasted it wr-
wvasted by the Government the bon. mnembei
supported, and in which there were somf
country party members holding office. I ask
the one representative of the Country Party
in the Chamber now (,%r. Lindsay), who I
know would not make such a statement, whal
it cain matter to us with regard to the moneysi
It is not our money. What interest could
we have in withholding payment? It will
not cost mec a penny. What interest have I
in quibbling over the matter or in stopping
payment? I should be glad indeed to see the
end of the business. I am tired of getting
letters about the Ravensthorpe smelters trou-
ble. I wish I could wash my hands of the
whole business.

Mfr. Davy: That is easily done.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Howl
Mr. Davy: By letting us win next March.
The 2flMSPER FOR MINES: Then

members opposite will have all the worry.
The Leader of the Opposition is very strong
about this business. He fought the case. I
know he is not satisfied.

Mr. Davy): You are quite satisfied with
what he did.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: No, I am
not. In. view of what I know, I think he
was foolish in fighting the case. He was
morally right but legally wrong.

Mr. Davy: His Crown Law advisers ad-
vised him to do it.

The *MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
been told that that is not so. In face of the
fact that the regu lations were not cancelled,
how did the Government come to proceed
with the action? I cannot understand why
they did., I would not have done it. I took
office without knowing anything about the
case. The view put to me was that the
verdict was legally wrong, but after going
into the facts T believe it was right; but the
whole business is morally wvrong. The court
gve flunstan the verdict. It said he was en-

titled to certain moneys, and that all the peo-
ple who dealt with the smelting works were
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entitled to certain moneys. The court de-
cided that the proceeds should be pooled,
and that all the jprospectors who had claims
should share equally iii the pooi according
to the tonnage of ore they had in it. The
trouble to-day is that Dunstan says the dis-
tribution is unfair. He accepts the verdict
under which hie won the ease, but will not
accept the verdict of the court in regard to
the distributiou. An article appeared in the
"Sunday Times" last Sunday, the headings
to which were "Remarkable revelations,"
"State Government's extraordinary business
miethods," "Facts about Ravensthorpe smielter
ease," "Charges written up to hide losses,"
"Settlemnent of claimis long overdue." They
are not remarkable revelations; they are
only remiarkable alflegations. They are not
facts but ex parte statements. The "Sun-
day Times," like the member for Katanning,
could have obtained tire facts from me. They
did not want them; they wanted remarkable
revelations. Had they asked me about the
position they could have had the full facts.
The "Sunday Timecs" says, as does the lion.
member,--

Possitly the long-drawn-out trouble would
have been settled two years ago but for some
alleged interference by Mr. Troy. On July
23, 1924, officers of the '.lines Department
made a proposition that those who sold gold
ore to time smelters should be paid the standarL
price for the me]tal, the balance of the distri-
bution to go to owners of copper, as that metal
rose in price from £58 to £152 per ton. This
would have been :aeceptable, but it is believed
the proposA was miade without the cognisance
of Mr. Tr-oy, and] when hie heard of it he had
it withdrawn. The result. is that if the present
proposed basis for the settlemnent is adhered to
gold producers would get £10 to £12 an ounce
for their gold at the expense of the copper
owners. Such a course is obviously unfair.

The producer s, who hnd more gold than cop-
per in the distribution were awarded more
than £4 an ounce for their gold and would
receive more than they were morally en-
titled to. They would be getting this at the
expense of the copper producers. That is
the verdict of the court. I am not going to
contest that verdict. To do so would leave
ine open to an action hy the GIold Producers'
Association. We are paying in accordance
with the decision of the court. If the gold
prodneers do get more than the copper pro-
ducers we cannot help that. It is a decision
of the court. I will not interfere in the
slightest degree. I will pay to-morrow om
the decision of the court, but Dunatan will
not accept paymenit. He says it is unfair.
He asks why the gold producers should get

more out of the pool than they are entitled
to, and says that gold is worth £4 an ounce
whereas copper is worth £150 a ton. I said
I could not hell) that, that this was the de-
cision of the court, and that I nam not
quarrelling with it. It would be suicidal for
me, as a '3lindster of the Crown, to depart
fromn the decision of the court. The gold
producers would win any action 'against me
if I. did so. I would he a fearful ass if I
altered the conditions laid down hy the
court, and would let the country in for fur-
threr paymuents. Because 1 will not do thit
1I nstan wvill not take the tmoney. No Gov'-

emninenit would do other than we have done.
Tlhtev would not dare to do it. Dunstan
makes all these statements, these remarkable
rivelatiorrs. li-e is the person who gave the
irat'orinatiori. The memiber for Katanning,
to say% thme least oE it, ought to have
lad more sense, and both hie and the
"Samiday Times" could have come to me1

ndreadily obtainedi all tefac ts. -
have done with thme whole business. The
tioverrnrint want to pay as the court in-
striacted them to pay, and they will not pay
otherwvise, If Mr, Dunstan does not like to
accept that, I cannot help it. I say nothing
ais to the morality of the position. I regard
the whole business as immoral. These peo-
tice treated with the Government for years
on the understanding that the Government,
had the right to make certain chiarges. After
lie airL of years these people discovered

thalt a1 reglulation providing for fixing cer-
tain costs for smelting hild not been can-
celledl. tHaving mnade that discovery, they put
forwar-d a claim for all amounts over and
aboave the cost of treatment as set down in
thle regulat ioii. Therefore. lam not concerned
with the moral as;pect, but only with the
legal aspect. That is the explanation of the
wvhole business. I have never interfered. In
Fact, I did not see "Mr. Dunstan. I under-
stood that a certain legal firm were acting
for hini. .I do not know whethier they were
or not, but I do know this, that anything
doane bY nic has been done on the advice of
the ('rown Law Department. The matter is
entirely* in the hands of that department, and
entirely out of myi~ bands. L have not inter-
fered ait all beyond this point, that I have
said I will not agree to pay except upon the
decision of the court. Mr. Dunstan has also
said the-re was a proposition that the distri-
hutiom, should he arranged in the following
mariner: the gold producers should get what
they aire morally entitled to, and the copper
p~roducers should get the rest. But if that
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suggestion were niade-and, I believe it was
in fact made-the gold producers would not
agree. Through their solicitors they have
notified the Mines Department to that effect.
That is all that is to be said about the mat-
tel'. The Government are willing to pay. to-
mnorrow on the decision of the Hight Court if
31r. Dunstan will accept payinent. I ask
memibers to be careful in oiceptng Mr. Dun-
.,tan's statements, because while hie accuses
me of interference he accuses the officers of
lily department of dishonesty. Mr. Dunstan
has said, '-Thowson will fig-ht for us." But
Mr. Thomson did not do so. lie mnerely
broughit into this Chamber the tittle-tattle
he had heard outside. The member for
Katanning, indeed, made not the slightest
attempt to get at the truth of the matter,
which hie could have ascertained by calling
at the office of the Alines Depairtmuent.

Air. Lathamn: Is the position that no one
can he Jpaidl until all concerned agree to ate-
eept the money!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Crown Law Department say so. This mana is'holding uip the whole business. ]. am not
going to see Mr. Dunstan, because if I do
see him he Will say I made statements never
made by me at all. It is en extremely bad
thing that a gentleman like the Lender of tire
Country Party should come here and repeat
untrue statements without ha; in-- made any
effort to ascertain the truth, as lie couldi
easily have done. The Lender of the
Opposition knows the position Well, and thle
members. of his Government know all about
it. The member for Mlurray-Wellington
(Mr. George) came to see me personally
about it, and I told hint all the facts. Any
other mrember can also see the file.

M1r. A, Waalsb rough: You have had about
fiitv letters from nile onl the subject.

The MINISTER FOR MUINES: I wish to
say a few words about the Agricultural De-
partment. I am glad to he able to state that
there has been no criticism Whatever regard-
ing the activities of the department. I be-
lieve hon. members are satisfied that the de-
partment are doing good work, and that the
expansion which has' taken place in the staff
is in the interests of tile agricultural and
pastoral industries. The present Government
have appointed a number of officers who are
doing good work and buildingt uip the wealth
of this eountryA. The new Chief Veterinary
Officer, Mr. Murray Jones, has proved a dis-
tinet acquisition to the department. AL vet-
erinary pathologist is giving his whole time
to the investigation of the diseases which af-

ret sheep in the Avon district. The Govern-
mient have also appointed two veterinary any-
. cons, three stock inspectors, a vitieulturist,
an agriculturist, and live agricultural advisers
who are out teaching better methods of pro-
duc-tion in the wheat and fruit industries and
other avenues of primuary production. Fur-
tlier, we have appointed anl assistant to the
botanist, and three pathologists, and also
quite a number of agricultural cadets who
later wvill engage in the Work Of agricultural
education throughout the farming areas of
the State.

Mr. Sampson: Is it propo-ed to 'appoint
additional fruit inspectors So that better pro-
tection may be afforded against fruit fly?

The MiUNIS'fEl FOR MINES. No, it 6a
riot, though there have been requests, to that

tett, It is niot borne in on me that ad-
ditional fruit inspectors are required, because
it is due from thle growers themselves to ex-
er'cise Some care. TJ he officers are constantly
onl thle alert, and demonstrations are given
to show how fruit fly canl be dealt with most
effectively. It is not reasonable that the whole
of the burdenl of combating fruit fly should
be thrown on the department. I repeat, those
engaged in the fruit industry should exercise
care.

M.r, Samp son : Somiething would be
achieved if sprayinig and tile picking up of
fallen fruit were made compulsory.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: We are
doing that. The Government have estab-
lished anl Agricultural College, which will be
opened next month.

MNr, Sampson: Did you say that spraying
and the picking up of fruit are being made
4:Qfl I pulsoTy?

The -MINISTER FOR MINEKS: Those
thiun" aue provided for under the Plant Dis-
eases Act. In that connection there have
been runny prosecutions during the past year.
We took drastic action, and the people who
did not do their luty were dealt with by the
courts.

Mr. Sampson: The statement has been
miade that the department only dealt with
diseased fruit sent to market.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not so. The hon. member can easily satisfy'
himself on that score by calling at the de-
partment, when I shall he able to give bime
the names of quite a numaber of persons who
haove been prosecuited for want of care in
their orchards. As regvards the establishment
of the Agriculturail Collegfe qt Muresk, I
think I canl say' that it is due not to any pre-
vious Government but entirely to this Gov-
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rimient. We took the matter up unnediatellY
n assuming- office, and the credit for,
stablisbingi the first agricultural cob1
'ge in Western Australia goes entirely to

lie present Clovernrnent. When we canie into
thece, the matter was dead. We purclhase([
property. We erected buildings at a cost

f X34,000. Probably tluit cost will be
Teatly increased as th work of the colleg-e
roceeds, hut the £34,000 was provided by
he present Treasurer. The staff to work
.nder the principal, Mr. Hughes, has now
'cen selected, and we hope that the cohleze
rill play an important part in the develop-
rwnt of Western Australia. I take a great
en? of pride in the fact that the college has
'eca established, and I feel sure that the Gay-
rnment's policy in this respect will be gen-
rally acclaimed. We have also a number of
xperimental farms. The Wongan Hills light
ands farm was established by the late nor-
rnment two months before we came into

iffice, hut all the expenditure on it has been
[let by the present Government. Consider-
ible amiounts have been spent on improve-
nents, cultivation, and machinery. Last year
,000 acres were put under crop, 463 acres
icing wheat; and hon. members wilt he glad
o know that the wheat production averaged
6.52 bushels per acre, a remarkable record
or experimental cropping in a district thait

s purely sand plain. This year it is antici-
mated that we w;ill again have satisfactory re-
urns.

Mr. Lindsay: That shows what the tight
ands will do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
!ontinuing the policy of establishing experi-
nentall farms. One has been established at
)amperwah, some 45 miles away from Peren-
oii, and another at Salmon Gum-s, in the
!Iectorate represented by the Speaker. We
are reserved a site for another experimental

arm east of Southern Cross, and that loca-
ion will be fixed during the next few weeks.
;hould the farm in the Southern Cross area
mrove that wheat can be grown there profit-
Lbly, a large area will be available for settle-
neat southi of that centre. We also propose
o establish a fourth experimental farm, but
ve have not yet decided upon the exact
ocelity. It is not generally known that there
vas an outbreak of codlin moth in this State
it North Dandalup in 1924, and another at
Thllie last year. Owving to the energetic steps
aken by the Fruit Inspection Branch of the
kgriultural Department, Mr. 0, W. Wickiens
Lnd his officers have succeeded in getting the
outbreak under control and I am pretty sure

Ili-t the disease will be completely eradicated.
At North Danidalup very few signs of the
pest were seen last year and I sincerely trust
(hat the outbreak will he definitelly stamped
nut this year. The Midland Junction abat-
toirs have been brou.-lt up] to date at a cost
of 145,000 and these, together with the abat-
toirs at Fremantle, enable the slaughtering
of stock for the metropolitan market to he
carried out under conditions that are econo-
mical for tihe butchers and scientifically effi-
cient in the interests of the community. We
have provided chilling space and the meat is
taken to the shops in the city as it should be.
Although there was much controversy regardi-
ing this question at the outset, the operations
have proceeded smoothly andi have given gen-
eral satisfaction to those concerned. I wilj
conclude with a reference to Mr. W. Ih.
Willesee, a stock inspector employed bry the
Glovernment in the Carnanvon. district. When
the member for York (Mr. Latham) broaght
this matter up it was the first I had heard
of it. It is true that Willesee was a Labour
candidate for the Gascoyne seat but that fact
floes not prevent him from carning his live-
lihood.

Mr. Latham: No, not if he has the neces-
sary qualifications.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It will
not prevent him from earning his livelihood
so long as I am in charge of the Agriculture])
Department provided he is able to carry out
his work properly. Considerable agitation
has taken place regarding this officer, but
most of it has been underhand. There have
been attempts to get rid of Mr. Willesee, but
no definite charge has been laid against him,
I have a suspicion as to where the attacks
have come from, and so has the gentleman
who brought the matter under my notice.
Neither Mr. Willesee nor any other officer in
my department will be dismissed from his em-
ployment unless a definite charge is laid
against him and proved, that he cannot do
his work. If such a charge is made against
.1r. Willesee and it is proved, he will leave
the department.

Mr. La thaw: You will admit he had no
right to interfere in union matters?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Fe had
the right to send money down if someone
asked him to do so!I I have done that sort
of thing myself.

Mr. Latbam: As a politician you are en-
titled to do so.

The MINI\STER FOR MINS: I do not
care what brand of politics an officer may
possess, so long as he keeps politics out of
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the work of the department, I do not -want
any officer in my departments, to tell me that
he is a Labour supporter merely because I
am a Labour Minister. I want my officers to
do their job;, and to carry out my policy.
When I. retire from the control of my depart-
ments, I expect them to be loyal to. the Min-
is-ter who suicceeds me and to carry out the
policy of the new, official head of the depart-
meat. If the offiers do that I will rcs~ect
them. In this instance, MAr. Willesee will re-
main in the department so long as he does his
work. It should be remembered that Mr.
Willmott retained his position as an officer in
the Forests Department although at that time
lie wvas standing as an anti-Labour candidate.
Then again I have appointed Mr. M. T. Pad-
bury, the President of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association, to a scat on the advisory
board of the Muresli Agricultural College.

Mr. Teesdale: You must have slipped!

The MiNI11STER. FOR MINES :No. I
appointed the President of the Royal Agri-
cultural Society to a sent on the board and
when Mr. Padhuryr was appointed to that
position, hie was entitled to the seat. 'Mr.
Padburv is on the hoard byi virtue of that
fact.

Mr. Teesdale: A~s long as he only fell
into the position, T do niot mind!

Mr. Lindsay: ii ore cordial relations!
Air. Lathanm: I want to assure the Mini-

ister that no one asked me to bring the
matter forward. I had read something
about it and considered it my duty to bring
the question before the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
not the first time that the subject has been
raised before me. When my attention was
drawn to it by one gentleman and I put
certain phases of the agitation before him,
lie said:. "I will not interfere in the matter
any more. I have my .;uspicions about the
source of the agitation."

MAr. Sampson: Then if I e is asked to do
any of that work again, he will -refuse!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He has
riot donie any at all. I have listened to the
speeches made by members-of the Opposi-
tion and T could detect no real charge
against the Government in any one of them.
Any adverse criticism that was male has
been easily repudiated, particularly where
the speech of the member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) -was concerned.

Mr. Teesdale.- For God's sake don't blame
us for that!

The MINISTER FOR MTNT2S : Tb;
assertions of that lion. niiber hace beet
utterly disproved and I trust that lie wil
be mnore careful in the future. If lie con
siders he has charges to ninke agmainst th(
Government, let himn conmc to Ministers i
we will give him any informnation in reason

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [1.1.49]1
1 move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Nlotion put and negatived.

MR. HERON (Leunrora.) [11.50] Liki
some other members, I think the time ocen,
pied by the Address-in-reply' is large])
wasted ; however, unlike the neraber foi
Mlurchison (Mr. Marshall), I am niot goint
to take up hours in saying so. I really d'
think- the titne spent over the AddreVss-in
reply debate could well be saxed to thu
House and utilised by Ministers in travel
ling through the electorales. It is just am
six years since first I was elected to thb
Chamiber, and as this is the last Address-in
reply debate before ihe next general alec
tion I wvish to take the opportunity t(
thank various departmental officers for thi
unfailing kindness and consideration thei
have shown to me as one representing at
outback seat. For instance, in the Publit
Works Departmient there is one officer it
particular who went wit Of his wqy to visi,
my electorate in relation to an amalgama
Lion of road boards in outback centres.
refer to Mr. Sampson, and both for myseL
and for the people of the outback country
I wish to thank him for the time he spew-
amongst our local authorities putting then
on the right track with good advice. Mr
Sampson did not have a very conifortabli
.job whilst in myi district, for he had t(
preside as chairman over a conference a:
four or five road hoards. However, th
people uip there are very grateful to bin
for his services. Then in the Mines Depart
ment there are several offieers to whom
am indebted, notably Mr. Lang, the Assist
ant Under Secretary, and Mr. Telfer. Thosi
two officers have unfailingly given me ever'
assistance, as indeed have all the othe,
officials of the department. In the Land:
Department there are the Under Secretary
Mr. Morris, Mr. Higbiman and others ti
whom I owe a debt of gratitude. So, ioo
in the Taxaition Department I have bei
met with courtesy by Mr. McFall.
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Mir. Davy: You are not going to praie
thie Taxaion1 lI)epartnnent, are youY

Mr, IIE1BUN: 1 certainly wish to praiso
that particular officer, for Whenever I hove
bad occasion to go to the departmtfnt he
has been kindness itself to' me. A good
deal of water will have to run under the.
political bridge before we have another
Address-in-reply debate, and in ease I
should meet with amy% mishap at the next
election 1. take this opportunity to thank
all those deppartmental officers w~ho have
shown mne so muc.h consideration. I. wish
to congratulate individual members of the
G4overnmentt on the way they have earrielI
out their duties. The 1'remier in particu-
lotr stands for e-omuendation on his splen-
did achievement. We hear from tine
Opposition side of the money hie has
squandered in givin~r increases to railway
emiployees, increasing the salaries of the
police, shiorteningl hours, and things like
that.

Mr. Latham: Nobody has ever said any-
thing about the increases to the police.

M r. HERON: Well, I will withdraw that
charge against you. But despite all this
alleged squandering on the part of the
Premier, lie has come out With a very good
financial balance, and T wrish to congratui-
late. him on his achievement. There ill
another nautter ]. wish to touch upon, a.
subject I have frequently mentioned here,
namely thle remarkable development of the
pastoral industry in my electorate. Last
session I referred to the devclopmental
programmes of certain companies who had
taken over pastoral areas in my electorate.
I have before ine the records of two of
themn. The Y'undamirndera company an-
nouneed that they intended to erect 1.30
miles of dug-proof fencing at a cost of £75
per mile, 70 miles of subdivisional fencing
at a cost of £30 per mile, and to sink eight
wells. With thle comnpletion Of that pro-
gra-mme they were to have 600,000 acres of
land fenced, on which they expected to
carry 30,000 sheep. I am pleased to say
they have almost finished that develop-
mental work and are now making provision
for stocking uip tbeir property. The other
property, Sturt Meadows, planned to erect
70 miles of dog-proof fencing at a cost of
£C75 per mile, with the necessary subdivi-
sional fences costing about £30 per mile;
and to erect a little later another 20 miles
of dog-proof fence and 60 miles of sub-
divisional fence. I find that this company

also have almost completed their pro-
graninie. So it wilt be seen what a great
advance is being made in the pastoral
industry in mny electorate. The Sturt
M~eadows Company will have spent
100,000 or £170,000 on their property.
Those are only two companies aoit of many.
Another company that has taken over a pro-
perty, in the )lure bison district have ar-
ranged to spend C.90,000 upon it. Of coarse
that is not in my eecto rate, but it is not
unfair that I should mention it as an ex-
amle of the strides the industry is making,
not only in my own electorate, but in others
as well, Tfhat brings me to the fact that it
i~s highily necessary that mare wells should
hie sunk along the stock route. The existing
wells were sufficient when only cattle wvere
travelling, but now that sheep also are being
Lravelled it is essential that additional wells,
perhaps ten more, should he sunk between
Wilnna and Leonora. I thank the Minister
for having taken this matter in hand and
for having, gone so fa9r as to send out a bor-
ingo plant with which to locate the site for
a wvef. I hope lie will push on with the other
work. Within tihe next two or three months
the Wilunia company will have arriving from
New South \Vales 8,000 valuable sheep that
are being introduced to build up thie flock.
To travel those sheep from Leonora to
Wilinna, a good water supply will be neces-
sary. Tihe companly Wvent SO fat as to SaY
that, if the Government had not the money
available at the mnoment, they Would sink
th;! three important wells and the Govern-
mnt could recoup them later on. Thai
shows the confidence of the company in this
pastoral country. The Government should
lose no time iii putting down those wells
so that we shalt run no risk of a repetition
of what occurred 12 monthis ago, when
49,000 sheep were Landed at Leonora and
within a few months 2,000 or 3,000 were
lost (in the route between Leonora and
LawlIers.

Mr. Marshall: And in price they aver-
agced about £3 at that time.

2k. HERON: Yes; some of them were
worth much more. Wliile I am pleased at
the introduction of Eastern States capital
to develop the pastoral industry, I do not
wish to see smiall pastoralists crushed oat.
The Government should render assistance to
the small men who have insuifficient. capital
to, develop their holdings. The Governor's
Speech refers to assistance rendered to small
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cattle meni. I hope they will be able to -ive
some help to the smiall sheep mn also. As

a lparty we believe in encouraging tile small
men. The land should not be locked up in
large holdings. It is in die interests of the.
State to encourage mnore holdings and smal
holdings. If men can mnake good onl sm-all
holdings it is the dulty of the Government
to assist them. As a mining representative
I thank the Government for having pro-
claimed the Miners' Plithisis Act and the
Third Schedule of the WI-orkers' Conipensa-
(ion Act dealing with mniners. The men
eorced out of the mines had become almos;t
despondent at the thought that their de-
pendants in a very short time would be
uiiprovided for, but the proclaimaing of the
Act has removed a greet load of anxiety
from their minds. The proclamation has
not beenr made genera]; the Act has not been
proclaimed in. my district, but I hope it
will he in the near future. One(, man of niv
acquaintance, who had been forced out of
the mines and was receiving assistance from
the Government, said he was still fit to work
and did not waent charity. That showed a
fine spirit. I thank the officer in charge
of the department for the prompt manner
in which he found work for that ina, who,
in the course of a few days, u-ill Ile start-
ing work in the vicinity of Perth. That man
was Jprepared to earn what hie could so long
as his health permi~tted l'ini to wvork. I ex-
pected the Minister, in the course of his
speech, to make some statement about the
big mine in my distriet-tie Sons of Owalia
mine. An offer of assistance to the extent
of £15,000 was made to help the company
to instal new plant. Those people unfama-
iliar with the facts doubtless wondered why
the offer was not accepted. The explana-
tion, as I have told 4he Mtinister, is that no
company could accept the money hedged in
as it was with such conditions. I hope the
Minister will not wait until the mine closes
down before he decides to do something.
I believe he is of opinion that the position
is not so serious as the company represent
it to be, but I can assure him that it is ser-
ious, and it would be a great blow to the
back country if the mine were to cease oper-
ations. About .150 men are employed on
the mine and their presence in the district,
of course, provides work for many other
people. If the assistance were granted in a
form in which it could be accepted, at least
80 to 100 additional men would be employed.

The company roqnire money for- develop-
nieat work as well as new plant. The Gov-
ertinent advance was offered for the erec-
tion of new plant, hut new planlt Would be
of no use to the comipany unlessi they haul
the mine developed ahead. A. condition wazi
that the nioney shuld be repaid at the rate
of is. per ton per nionth. Unl the tonniage
crushed that wouild have necessitated the
company replaying £000 pier month.

The -linister for M1ines: 1 do not think
that is correct.

Air, HER -ON : T[hat is the informationI
lurve; iihemr I in ~ercrc'u the M11in-ister again

Ishall show hill) thme letter., The ctuslliiiig
plant was improved six mionths ago. The
company lied a 30-head mill crushing- 8,000
tons a month, but the improved plant enables
them to crush l0,500U tons. Although the
crushing of the greater quantity' involved no
additional overhead chiarges, the mine still
showed a loss of £16.5 per month. The Mir-
ister said it was not the job of the Govern-
ment to helpm tlWTin unless they were prepared
to help) themiselves. The Sons of Gwahia
Company have tried to help themselves,

.Ar. Lutey: I wish the companies on the
Golden Mile had tried as hard.

.Mr. TIER ON : fn Mr. Kingsley Thomas's
report it is pointed ouit that they puat up an
up-to-date plant, reduceed overhead charges;
and did ever 'ything possible, without appeal-
ing to the Government for assistance.
Seeing that they have gone as far as
they could, and, can go no further, it
is the duty of the Government to assist them.
If help is not rendered, it will hie a great
blow to the people of the back country. It
will throw out of employment at least 350
men,' and bring into dis;'se the water sup-
ply ow %ned by the Government, the railhead,
the warden's court and other places, all of
which will have to go hy the hoard if the
mine is closed. I hope the Government will
see their way. clear to help this mine. The
eoinpantr went to time extent of fr-ringz to
help the people in the district to keep down
the cost of living to a minimum. They put
money into the local co-operative store, and
assisted them in every way. Mr. Kingsley
Thomas referred to this as follows-

In the matter of serial welfare and interest
in the well-helms of emplorees, the manage-
meat of tie Semis of Gwalia. have expenidedl
both time and amnney with excellent results.
Evidence in this coninectien is attached to the
report. It is satisfac tort indeed to find) in an
outside mine sauI, a realis.-tion of the eventual
ecnomy of up-to-date machinery, labour-sat-
ing devices, and modera mining and metallur-
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gical practice. These matters are being tackled
in a resolute and capable manner, and might
%,ell be observed and noted by those who arc
inclined to live in the glories of the past.

The mice hats been favourably commented on
by the Royal Commissioner. The Minister
cannot say the company has not done every-
thing possible to keep the mine goinig. It
is, therefore, the duty of the Government to
go to its assistance. I have here some photo-
graphs. One shows a picture of the wool-
shed that is being built by the Stunt
Meadows Co. We welcome such newcomers
as MIess. hlawker. Chomley & Co. They
are doing excellcnt work and are providing
admirable accommodation for their em-
pluyees. I havie also a photograph of their
shearing shed. This was an old building
aw~oviatcd with a picture garden in Kal-
goorlic. 1 have another snapshot showing
the sheareirs' accommodation, the dining
room, thle kitchen, and the bedroom. This
happens to have been the old totalisator at
the Coolgardie racecourse. If we had other
employers who were prelpared to give this
class of accommodation to their workers,
such as this and other enterprises are doing,
including the Yundamindera Pastoral Co.,
it would be an excellent thing.

M\r. Latham: Most of them are prepared
to do that.

Mr. HERON: It would not then he neces-
sary for the Government to talk about a
shearers' but accommodation Act. I might
also say that the Sons of Owialia Co. made
provision for a playground for the children,
in conjunction with the co-operative store.
Members may be interested to see all these
photographs.

Question punt and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopted.

BILLS (16)-FIRST READING.

1, Vermin Act Amendment.
2, Plant Diseases Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Agriculture.

3, Coal Mines Regulation.

Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

4, Federal Aid Roads Agreement.
5, Traffic Act Amendment.
6, Road Districts Act Amendment.
7, Wyalcatchemn Rates Validation.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
(19]

8, Administration Act Amendment.
9, Constitution Further Amendment.
10, Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs

Act Amendment.
11, State Insurance.

Introduced by the Premier.

12, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.

Introduced by thle Minister for Lands.

13, Ilerdsqnan's Like Drainage Act Re-
peal.

Introduced by Ron. J. Cunningham.

14, Porice Act Amendment.
lIntroduced hy Mr. Davy.

15, Guardianship and Custody of Infants.
16, Married ANormn's Protection Act

Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Mann.

House adjourned at 12.30 a.m. (Friday).

legislative Council,
Tuesday, 24th August, 1926.
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ASSENT TO B-Ll.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(No. 1), £1,913,500.


